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W e hear predictions from futur-ists in higher education that the 
traditional, residential college 
will be obsolete within 25 years. Technol-
ogy, we are told, will eliminate the need for 
beautiful campuses that offer a wide range 
of student support programs and extracur-
ricular activities for students in addition to 
a solid academic program. 
James Madison University has flour-
ished as a residential university. Our com-
bination of student support and academic 
challenge has made JMU the envy of 
colleges and universities throughout the 
country. We have an incredible loyalty 
among our alumni and a great appreciation 
of the "JMU Way:' 
There is no question that JMU has been 
much more successful than other former 
state teachers colleges. Success in the future, 
however, depends on the ability to raise 
private funds. 
Currently, the university depends on three 
primary sources of income: tuition from 
students; state support; and funds raised 
through our auxiliary operations in housing, 
dining services and other areas. Those 
sources are 
virtually fro-
zen. We do 
not expect 
there to be 
significant 
increases in 
areas in the foreseeable future. Demands for 
funding from other areas of state govern-
ment will likely keep funds for higher edu-
cation at a relatively stable position. Our 
funding sources in the auxiliary area cannot 
rise much more than the rate of inflation. 
In short, there will be very little new 
funding available in the future from the tra-
ditional sources of income for JMU. For 
JMU to continue to flourish and to remain 
on the cutting edge of higher education 
innovation, we must investigate alternative 
sources of income. There are many poten-
tial sources for funding available, but it 
takes a considerable investment of time and 
energy to effectively seek them out. We 
must look to private gifts from alumni, 
friends and parents of students; to founda-
tion funds; to corporate sources; to the pos-
sible sale of intellectual property; and to 
other innovative ways of raising income 
for the university. 
Currently, we raise $2 to $3 million each 
year in private gifts. The university's 
endowment is around $14 million. These 
figures have shown a great increase in 
recent years and are consistently growing. 
However, we cannot successfully compete 
in the future with institutions that have 
hundreds of millions of dollars in their 
endowments. Without adequate funding, 
JMU will no longer be the great success 
story of higher education. 
Traditionally, the major role in produc-
ing large amounts of private funding falls to 
the president. In the past two years, I have 
moved more and more toward that role and 
turned additional operational responsibili-
ties over to JMU's very capable executive 
vice president, Linwood H. Rose. 
The nature of my personality as a 
"hands-on" president, however, has pre-
vented me from fully assuming needed 
responsibilities as a fund-raiser for 
JMU. As you know, I have a tendency 
to stay directly involved with every-
thing on campus - from the classroom 
to the residence halls to the location of 
new flower beds. 
To make it clear that fund raising is one 
of our highest priorities and to give me the 
opportunity to devote my full time and 
energies to th is important project, I have 
asked the JMU Board of Visitors to give me 
six months to take a hard look at strategies 
and methods of acquiring adequate funding 
for JMU as we enter the 21st century. 
I cannot give adequate time and energy 
to this important task while maintaining 
the responsibilities as president of the uni-
versity, so the board has agreed to my 
request and appointed Dr. Rose as acting 
president until I return to the presidency 
Jan. 1, 1998. This step is consistent with 
actions that we have taken over the past 
three years. During that time, Dr. Rose has 
gradually assumed more and more opera-
tional responsibilities for the university to 
allow me the opportunity to devote more 
time to fund-raising and governmental 
issues. While I am gone, Dr. Rose will move 
into the president's office and assume the 
full responsibilities of that office. 
This is an exciting time for James Madi-
son University. Our institution has become 
one of the greatest in the United States 
because we have been able to anticipate 
trends. We have developed programs and an 
educational philosophy ahead of the wave. 
JMU has been a trendsetter because of our 
ability to recognize coming change in soci-
ety and in higher education. 
I can assure you that James Madison 
University is one traditional, residential 
institution of higher learning that will not 
be obsolete in 25 years. On the contrary, 
JMU will not only exist 25 years from now, 
it will continue to prosper and to prevail. 
~~~ 
Ronald E. Carrier 
President 
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ALPHABET CARDS, WI TH 
ARTWORK BY ISRAEL 
PINTO ('97) , DESIGNED 
TO TEACH CHILDREN TO 
STAY AWAY FROM DEADLY 
LAND MINES . 
James Madison University has received a $521,000 
subcontract from the Essex 
Corp. of Columbia, Md., to 
assist the Department of 
Defense in the removal of mil-
lions of lethal land mines left 
in countries throughout the 
world from wars and con-
flicts dating back as far as 
World WarL 
As a subcontractor to 
Essex, JMU's Humanitarian 
Demining Information Cen-
ter is to become a global 
.i - ... 
.. I .... 
. . . 
JMU PROFESSORS AND STUDENTS HELP ERADICATE 
LAND MINES THROUGH NEW $521,000 INITIATIVE E , ' 
information clearinghouse to 
assist the military, humani-
tarian organizations and 
affected nations increase their 
self-sufficiency in mine 
removal. The center, which 
opened last fall , will provide 
valid, usable, accessible infor-
mation with which to plan 
and coordinate demining . 
Col. Dennis Barlow, JMU's 
demining center director, calls 
the Essex-JMU partnership a 
"win-win-win-win situation. 
University capabilities are 
integrated and applied to a 
great humanitarian cause;' he 
says, "while improving U.S. 
military posture and strength-
ening government, commer-
cial and academic ties:' 
The center coordinates 
the efforts of approximately 
50 students and faculty mem-
bers from diverse disciplines. 
The medical team, led by 
health sciences head Steven 
Stewart and Essex Corp. staff 
members, used JMU students 
as actors in two short videos. 
One of the videos, showing 
how to treat land-mine 
injuries, was a finalist in the 
Telly Awards competition for 
outstanding non-network and 
cable television, film and 
video productions, and pro-
gramming. The medical team 
also produced a series of 
drawings showing how to 
apply tourniquets. The draw-
ings can be silk-screened 
on a linen scarf that will be 
kept and worn by people in 
the field . 
Led by Mary Kimsey in 
JMU's Center for Geographic 
Information Science, stu-
dents and faculty members 
surveyed and modified exist-
ing software that helps locate 
and monitor mine fields so 
the software can be used 
more effectively in the field. 
JMU's strides into mine 
awareness have been led by 
psychologists Anne Stewart, a 
specialist in clinical psychol-
ogy, and Lennis Echterling, a 
noted expert in disaster psy-
chology. Echterling produced 
a critical stress debriefing 
report for deploying Ameri-
can troops. Anne Stewart's 
team has prepared alphabet 
cards and a comic strip 
designed to teach children to 
stay away from deadly mines. 
With the help of JMU 
computer scientist Mark 
Lattanzi, the Humanitarian 
cles. A World Wide Web page 
will link to other sources of 
demining information, mak-
ing available data more acces-
sible. Next, JMU will create 
an Internet demining index 
of key topics and words, 
which will serve as a search-
able global source of demin-
ing information. And thirdly, 
the center will publish an 
electronic journal under the 
leadership of Peter Hager of 
the Institute of Technical 
and Scientific Communica-
tion . It will contain informa-
tion on current demining 
operational activities that 
U.S. demining troops, the 
United Nations and regional 
players can use to coordinate 
overall plans. 
Political scientist Kay 
Knickrehm is heading up an 
outreach program that mon-
itors and responds to the 
needs of the large and 
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Internet Life 
1 fflast Wired1 
Yahoo! Internet Life maga-
zine named JMU as one of 
America's 100 Most Wired 
Colleges because of the uni-
versity's emphasis on the use 
of computers and high tech-
nology among its students. 
The April issue of Yahoo! 
rates the country's top col-
leges and universities on pro-
viding students with the best 
access and exposure to the 
Internet. The magazine based 
its survey on four main crite-
ria - student services, hard-
ware and wiring, academic 
use of the Internet, and recre-
ational use of the Internet. 
1 Best Buy' 
JMU has been named in 
The Student Guide to Amer-
ica's JOO Best College Buys, 
which profiles the schools 
that are the highest rated aca-
demically but have the lowest 
total cost for the college year. 
Compiled by Institutional 
Research and Evaluation in 
Georgia, the guide lists the 
100 best college buys. The 
company researched nearly 
1,800 institutions before set-
tling on the top-100 list. 
The book says that "along 
with rigorous academic pro-
grams, JMU offers a rich 
assortment of educational, 
social and extracurricular 
activities. Few institutions in 
the country can match JMU's 
rapid and dramatic growth in 
academic prestige and popu-
larity during the past 20 
years:' The guide says that 
"JMU is committed to 
preparing students for the 
dynamic and technological 
world of the 21st century:' 
Off-campus living 
center recognized 
The American College Per-
sonnel Association-National 
Association of Student Per-
sonnel Administrators cited 
the JMU Center for Off-
Campus Living and its coor-
dinator Mel Maher for the 
quality of its programs. 
Maher received the Com-
mission XVII award for Out-
standing Contribution to the 
Commuter/ Adult Learner Per-
spective by a Student Affairs 
Professional. 
The Utility Deposit Assist-
ance Program, cited as the 
Outstanding Commuter Pro-
gram winner, offers full-time 
commuter students in good 
standing with JMU the 
opportunity to purchase a 
UDAP contract, making 
them exempt from paying 
utility deposits for electric, 
gas and water service. If a 
UDAP member fails to pay a 
utility bill within 60 days of 
termination of the service, 
UDAP guarantees payment 
to the utility company. The 
delinquent member agrees to 
reimburse the program for 
the amount paid or risk 
having a hold placed on his 
or her records. 
Entrepreneur grant 
ta benefit interns 
JMU is a recipient of a 
1997 Kauffman Entrepreneur 
Internship grant provided by 
the Missouri-based Center 
for Entrepreneurial Leader-
ship Inc. Reginald Foucar-
Szocki, Michael Camp and 
Joanne Faber of the JMU 
College of Business have been 
awarded the $45,000 grant to 
help fund the establishment 
of at least 18 internships 
through JMU's Center for 
Experiential Learning. The 
effort will be conducted in 
conjunction with the Center 
for Entrepreneurship at JMU. 
Wilson ta house 
suEEess center 
Wilson Hall, JMU's long-
time administration building, 
will become home for a new 
Student Success Center during 
the coming academic year. 
The center will coordinate the 
following resources: academic 
advising, career services, finan-
cial aid and scholarships, reg-
istration, student accounting, 
student employment, and stu-
dent record services. 
"JMU has become one of 
the finest undergraduate insti-
tutions in the country because 
of the high priority we place 
on supporting our students;' 
President Ronald E. Carrier 
says. "It is fitting that the 
building that is the most asso-
ciated with JMU will be used 
by student-oriented offices:' 
Carrier receives 
medallion al Hanar 
President Ronald E. Car-
rier received the Virginians of 
Maryland's annual Medallion 
of Honor award for outstand-
ing achievement. 
The organization, founded 
m 1927, has awarded the 
Medallion of Honor each 
year since 1940 to individuals 
who have "reached a level 
of achievement worthy of 
national recognition." The 
Virginians of Maryland is a 
social and fraternal organiza-
tion of people living in Mary-
land who have roots and 
interests in Virginia. 
Weeks named ta 
board al visitors 
Kristy Weeks ('98) of 
Chesapeake, Student Ambas-
sador and mass communica-
tions major, was named as 
the student representative to 
the JMU Board of Visitors 
for the 1997-98 academic 
year. She succeeds Faithea 
Flowers of Hopewell, who 
graduated in May, as the 
nonvoting student represen-
tative on the board. 
Art professor 
named 1 hat 
phatagrapher' 
James Crable, professor 
of art, was cited as one of 30 
"hot contemporary photog-
raphers coast-to-coast" in 
the March/ April special col-
lector's issue of American 
Photo magazine. 
Crable, whose photo-
montages show kaleidoscope 
images of repeating patterns, 
symmetry and motion, is 
noted by the magazine for 
"stretching the boundaries of 
traditional photography:' 
His photomontage, Street 
Rhythms: W 19th St., N. Y., 
N. Y., has received a Juror's 
+-----------
,.," 
Choice award at the 20th 
annual Art on Paper Exhibi-
tion, a national juried exhibi-
tion sponsored by the 
Maryland Federation of Art 
in Annapolis. 
Ruth Fine, curator of 
Modern Prints and Drawings 
at the National Gallery of Art 
in Washington, D.C., chose 10 
pieces, three of which were 
designated as Juror's Choice 
for best in show. The winners 
were selected from more than 
1,000 entries. 
JfflU iains natian's 
1 AmeriEa Reads' 
JMU students will serve as 
reading tutors for area public 
school kindergarten through 
fourth-grade students this fall 
as part of the nationwide lit-
eracy effort ''America Reads:' 
The program, endorsed by 
President Bill Clinton, pro-
vides JMU with extra funding 
through the Federal Work-
Study program to hire tutors. 
Everyone's a winner, says 
Rich Harris of JMU's Com-
munity Service Learning. 
"The school systems get extra 
resources, the public school 
students get extra help ... and 
JMU's work-study students get 
money and direct experience:' 
UalediEtarians and 
athletes hanared 
At the Founders Day 
Convocation in March, Amy 
M. Rey received the Faculty 
Award as valedictorian of the 
class of 1997. Melissa M. 
Kidd received the Samuel 
Page Duke Award as the 
outstanding junior. Both 
women were majoring in 
psychology and carried 4.0 
grade point averages. 
At the Greater Madison 
Sports Banquet, JMU recog-
nized its athletes of the year 
and scholar-athletes of the 
year. Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year awards were presented 
to Keri Erazmus of gymnas-
tics and Dirk Phillips of foot-
ball. Athlete of the Year 
awards were presented to 
Samantha Bates of cross 
country and track and field, 
and Ryan Frost of swimming 
and diving. 
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The senior class presents its pledge to President Ronald E. Carrier 
Class af 1997 
promises tap gift 
The 1997 Senior Class 
Challenge raised $68,011, 
"the largest single pledge of a 
class gift in JMU history;' says 
Lisa Horsch, assistant direc-
tor of annual giving/class giv-
ing and direct mail. 
Of the total, which the 
class will pay to JMU over 
the next three years, $25,000 
is designated for a one-time 
capital outlay to purchase 
computer and computer-
related equipment for stu-
dent labs across campus. 
,11,1:1:11 
JMU extends its sincere thanks 
to the following donor for mak-
ing a difference at the univer-
sity this spring. She made a 
charitable gift of $25,000 or 
more. Charitable contributions 
help JMU to maintain and 
increase its margin of excel-
lence in the higher education 
of its students. 
P. Buckley Moss 
Waynesboro, Va. 
P. Buckley Moss Scholarship 
Fund in the School of Art 
and Art History 
Another $20,000 will estab-
lish the Class of 1997 Com-
puting Support Endowment, 
which will generate income 
to continually purchase new 
computer-related equipment 
for labs. The remaining 
$23,000, will establish the 
Class of 1997 Merit Scholar-
ship endowment. 
The Senior Class Chal-
lenge, a peer fund-raising 
campaign to benefit JMU, has 
raised a total of $331,520 for 
special projects and scholar-
ships since it was established 
in 1989. 
Art auction raises 
a record SB2,DDD 
The JMU Benefit Art Auc-
tion raised a record $62,000 
for College of Arts and Let-
ters scholarships April 12. 
Original works receiving 
the highest bids included 
P. Buckley Moss' Wilson Hall 
($25,000), Kimberly Brab-
son's Young Lady's Writing 
Desk ($4,000) and David 
Gill's Break for Tea ($3,200). 
In memoriam 
Abbot Lambert 
Abbot J. Lambert, 55, of 
Richmond, a member of the 
JMU Board of Visitors from 
1989 to 1996, died March 18. 
Ted Christiansen 
Theodore L. Christiansen, 
74, of Albuquerque, N.M., 
professor emeritus of special 
education, died Nov. 18, 1996. 
He joined JMU in 1969 as 
head of the special education 
department and continued 
teaching until his retirement 
in 1985. His wife, Marjorie 
Miner Christiansen of Albu-
querque, is professor emerita 
of home economics at JMU. 
Poet Langston Hughes 
lirant revives last 
black literature 
Between 1853 and 1921, 
the novels of as many as 4,000 
black American writers con-
tributed to the literary scene 
in this country. Today, none 
can be found in print. Most, 
like some of the works of 
Langston Hughes (pictured 
above), are accessible only in 
rare book collections. Fewer 
still are known well enough 
to make their way into cur-
rent literature classes. 
However, thanks to a one-
year, $20,000 grant by the 
National Collegiate Inventors 
and Innovators Alliance all 
that will soon change. 
Marketing professor C.B. 
Claiborne is part of an inter-
collegiate team working to 
bring these long-invisible 
authors back into the public 
eye. The project began this 
year with the assistance of 
marketing major Toby Mer-
cer ('97). The NCIIA grant 
will fund the creation of a 
virtual database on the Inter-
net that will include biblio-
graphic records, images and 
full text of the now out-of-
print works. 
Claiborne says the project 
will give depth and breadth 
to the portrait of black life 
in America. "Black novelists 
captured a relevant and 
untold part of the American 
experience;' Claiborne says. 
"During the late 19th century 
the 'slave narratives' were 
more popular in sales than 
Uncle Tom's Cabin. However, 
it is through Harriet Beecher 
Stowe's eyes that we know 
the period." 
The product will be 
made available for sale to 
each of the 39 schools in the 
Virtual Library of Virginia 
consortium and to libraries. 
A CD-ROM is also planned. 
Executive Vice President Linwood Rose and Donna Amenta 
Amenta re,eiues 
tea1hing award 
Donna S. Amenta of 
chemistry received this year's 
Carl L. Harter Distinguished 
Teacher Award during JMU's 
Spring Convocation. 
Amenta has held teaching 
and staff positions at JMU 
since 1974. She joined the full-
time faculty in 1990. The 
honor recognizes the "sincere, 
extensive and unselfish dedi-
cation of her time and talents 
to the students in her classes;' 
according to the Harter Award 
Selection Committee. 
The award was estab-
lished in 1981 and named in 
honor of Harter after his 
death in 1992. He was asso-
ciate dean of the College of 
Letters and Sciences and a 
sociology professor. 
Other distinguished teach-
ers for 1997-98 are Glenn 
Hastedt of political science, 
Lennis Echterling of psychol-
ogy and Judith Holt of nursing. 
1997-98 Madison Schol-
ars were also recognized. The 
award winners are David 
Owusu-Ansah of history, 
Charles Pringle of manage-
ment, Jack Presbury of psy-
chology, Brenda Ryals of 
speech pathology and Thomas 
De Vore of chemistry. 
Cecil D. Bradfield of soci-
ology, coordinator of the 
Aging and Family Studies 
Program, received the Dolley 
Madison Award at the 
Founders Day Convocation 
earlier in the spring. 
materials s1ien1e 
,enter opens 
A new Center for Materials 
Science fuses undergraduate 
education with basic and 
applied research in areas 
especially useful to the 
booming microelectronics 
industry, thermal sciences 
and materials processing, 
characterization, and applica-
tions. The center will involve 
chemistry, geology and envi-
ronmental studies, mathe-
matics, physics, and inte-
grated science and technology 
and develop a curriculum for 
undergraduates that focuses 
on addressing problems of 
interest to industry and gov-
ernment. Materials science 
will be offered as an interdis-
ciplinary concentration this 
fall, with major and minor 
programs as long-range goals. 
"There are at best a few 
undergraduate materials pro-
grams at institutions around 
the country,' says Norm Gar-
rison, dean of the College of 
Science and Mathe-
matics. "We hope to 
be able to carve out 
a niche for JMU:' 
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lacrosse 
wins EAA title, 
earns DEAR bid 
The JMU lacrosse team 
staged an incredible come-
back to beat Loyola 9-8 for 
the Colonial Athletic Asso-
ciation tournament cham-
pionship and earned a bid to 
the NCAA national cham-
pionship tournament for the 
second time in the program's 
history. The Dukes were 
ranked fourth, but fell to 
fifth-ranked Temple 17-10 in 
the NCAA tournament. 
Junior Jessica Kane scored 
both the tying and winning 
goals as JMU rallied from a 
five-goal deficit for the vic-
tory against Loyola's top-
seeded Greyhounds. Trailing 
8-3 with 13:36 left, sopho-
more Megan Riley scored 
+. -----------
<., ... 
back-to-back free-position 
goals at 12:50 and 11:56 to 
jump-start the Dukes. 
That kicked off a string 
of six unanswered goals. 
Senior Shelley Klaes 
scored at 6:21, then a 
Riley goal 20 seconds 
later pulled the Dukes 
to within one, 8-7. 
With two defenders 
in her face, Kane net-
ted the tying goal with 
3:29 remaining, then Riley 
fed Kane for the winning 
score with 2:31 to go. 
Loyola was the defending 
CAA champion and had won 
three of the past four CAA 
titles. The Dukes won their 
first CAA crown and their 
first conference title since 
1986, when they won the 
South Atlantic Conference 
tournament. 
Klaes was named to the 
first team, Riley to the second 
team and junior defender 
Aimee Vaughn to the third 
squad of the Brine/IWLCA 
All-America Team. Klaes is 
only the fourth player in JMU 
history to earn first-team 
honors. She finished her 
career with 124 goals, a 
school-record 71 assists and 
196 points, just short of 
JMU's career points record of 
199. Her season points total 
of 71 was also a JMU record. 
Freshman Amy Brew was 
named the CAA Rookie of 
the Year, and Klaes and Riley 
were named to the All-CAA 
first team. Junior defender 
Lindsay Manning and fresh-
man Julie Martinez earned 
second-team laurels. 
The Dukes' 13-5 record 
tied a school mark for wins 
in a season. 
Fall sports 
teams ready ta 
charge ahead 
Question 
What Division I volleyball 
program showed the most 
improvement in 1996? 
Answer 
James Madison University 
Coach Chris Beerman 
guided the Dukes to a 25-9 
overall record, a second-place 
finish in the regular season of 
Colonial Athletic Association 
play and to the title match of 
the CAA tournament. All of 
the Dukes' success moved 
them from 200th to 62nd on 
the NCAA's ratings percent-
age index, the biggest jump 
on the scale. There are 292 
Division I teams. 
Sophomore Lindsay Col-
lingwood returns after earn-
ing numerous honors, includ-
ing CAA Rookie of the Year 
and All-State. Second-team 
All-CAA members Beth Tyson 
and Kari Kopnicky are also 
back. The Dukes have also 
added a strong freshman class. 
The Atlantic 10 Football 
Conference is the new name 
for the Yankee Conference. 
For many JMU fans, the 1997 
Dukes will look rather "new" 
as well. After winning 25 
games during the past three 
seasons, this fall's squad will 
be younger and less experi-
enced than in recent years. 
Third-year head coach 
Alex Wood and his staff will 
have no less than 12 first-
time starters. The offense will 
consist of new faces at every 
skilled position, with the 
exception of part-time start-
ing quarterback ·Greg Mad-
dox. The returning offensive 
linemen include guards Carter 
Robertson and Chet Mitchell 
and center Sonny Hathaway. 
Returning outside line-
backer Doug Bigelow was 
second on last season's team 
with 81 tackles, and middle 
linebacker Jason Parmer had 
75. Other defensive starters 
returning include Tony Booth, 
Marcus Ordonez, Torrey Till-
man and James Roberson. 
Second-team all-conference 
punter 
Nelson 
Garner 
returns. 
The 
men's 
soccer 
team 
will also 
have a 
number of 
new faces 
among the 
starters. 
Coach 
Tom 
Martin 
Kathryn Yard 
has to replace six starters 
from last year's 14-5-2 team. 
The Dukes will be gunning 
for their sixth straight NCAA 
tournament appearance. 
Coach Dave Lombardo's 
women's soccer team has a bit 
more experience back as nine 
players return that started 11 
or more times in 1996. The 
Dukes went 15-6-2 overall 
and made their second con-
secutive NCAA playoffs. 
The field hockey team will 
play 15 home games and only 
five away. Coach Christy 
Morgan returns her top two 
scorers from last fall's 13-9 
team in sophomore Julie 
Martinez (18 goals) and 
senior Diane Cegielski (11 
goals, 8 assists). 
The women's cross coun-
try team returns two All-
CAA performers from their 
second-place CAA team of 
last fall. Bethany Eigel and 
Jenae Strader placed third 
and 10th, respectively, in the 
CAA meet as sophomores. 
The men's unit also finished 
second on the strength of 
NCAA qualifier Ryan Foster, 
who's back for his senior year. 
Foster placed second in last 
year's CAA meet to earn All-
CAA laurels along with team-
mates Pat Anderson (ninth), 
Russ Coleman (10th) and 
Jason Alexander (12th), all of 
whom return. 
+ ,., ,.. 
Childers ta 1:aath 
women's basketball 
Bud Childers 
has joined JMU 
as head coach of 
women's basket-
ball. He succeeds Shelia 
Moorman, who resigned 
after 15 seasons to take a 
position in athletics adminis-
tration at JMU. 
The head coach at 
Louisville since 1989, 
Childers has a 16-
year coaching 
record 
of 298-
174 (.631 ), 
including a 
152-88 (.633) 
record in eight 
seasons at Louisville. 
He was named the 
Conference USA Coach 
of the Year last year when 
the Cardinals finished in a 
three-way tie for first in the 
league and advanced to the 
NCAA tournament. 
Playbaak 
The graduation rate for student-athletes at JMU is 
higher than the school's overall graduation rate, according 
to the 1997 NCAA Graduation-Rates Disclosure Form. 
NCAA graduation rates are calculated six years after 
classes enter school, and JMU's rate for the class entering 
in 1990-91 - the most-recent that can be considered- is 
84 percent for students receiving athletics aid and 82 per-
cent for all JMU students. + Women's archery won the 
national recurve title at the U.S. Intercollegiate Archery 
Championships in May. The Dukes also finished second in 
the women's compound, men's compound and mixed 
team compound divisions and third in the mixed recurve 
division. + The women's tennis team (12-6) finished 
third in the Colonial Athletic Association. Senior Tory 
Schroeder and junior Karen Piorkowski were both 
honored as All-CAA performers. Schroeder (10-9) 
was named to the All-CAA singles' squad while 
both her and Piorkowski were named to the dou-
bles' team with a 20-5 record. The men's team (13-
10) placed fifth in the conference. Senior Cullen de 
Windt (15-6) was an All-CAA selection for singles. 
+ The men's golf team placed fifth in the CAA and 
made its third consecutive NCAA postseason appearance. 
Sophomore Faber Jamerson finished in a three-way 
tie for third with a three-round total of 217 at the 
CAA tournament. Sophomore Steve Ligi had the top 
card for the Dukes in the NCAA regional with a 226. 
JMU placed 19th among the 23 teams. + In Jeff 
Forbes' first season as the women's golf coach, JMU 
claimed the team championship of the Longwood and 
William and Mary Invitationals while placing among 
the top five teams in seven of the teams' 11 tournaments. 
Junior Kathryn Yard won individual titles at the JMU 
and Penn State Invitationals, and senior Kristin Dollenberg 
won the title of the Methodist Invitational. + The baseball 
squad registered the program's 26th winning season with 
an overall mark of 31-26 and finished third in the CAA 
with a 10-10 league record. Sophomore Kevin Razler was 
named to the All-CAA first team. Senior first baseman 
Ray Baksh and sophomore designated hitter Nate Turner 
were named to the second team. + Gymnast Keri Eraz-
mus and soccer player Barry Purcell were named to the 
1997 GTE/ CoSIDA Academic All-America At-Large Teams. 
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THE 
CHARM 
TV-3 alumni 
recall their 
Nick Wakeman 
big break, 
bloopers and all 
Chrys Peterson ('87) remem-
bers that her voice used to 
sound like a Smurf's. Steve 
Buckhantz ('77) recalls the 
night he reported that a 
bunch of teachers defeated 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 
And it's unlikely that Steve 
Leeolou ('78) will ever forget 
the cow that wandered into 
the studio one morning . ... 
. . . But the most overriding memory of 
these JMU alumni is how Harrisonburg's 
ABC affiliate, WHSV TV-3, gave them their 
first shot at breaking into the world of 
TV journalism. 
"Everything; it just meant everything;' 
says Tracey Neale ('89), reporter and co-
anchor of the 10 O'clock News 
at WTTG, Washington, D.C.'s 
FOX Channel 5. Her first story, 
or "package" in the lingo of TV 
journalism, was a fall festival in 
West Virginia. "It wasn't hard 
news. But it was a chance to 
work as a reporter so it didn't 
matter;' Neale says. 
Announcing the weather was 
the opening that gave Toledo's 
CBS-affiliate WTOL news anchor 
Chrys Peterson ('87) her first opportunity to 
exercise some on-air composure. 
On the first night of Peterson's career at 
TV-3, she turned to the monitor where she 
expected to see herself in front of the 
weather map. Instead, Peterson found her-
self standing before a J.C. Penney commer-
cial pitching men's suits. That's also what 
viewers saw. Dumbfounded for a moment, 
she looked back at the camera. "I just said, 
'Well, that's really nice.' It can be trial by 
fire:' she says, "but it is a really good lesson.'' 
Perhaps the all-time bizarre blooper 
belongs to Steve Leeolou ('78). One of his 
early jobs was to do the local news cut-in 
during Good Morning America. At the time 
WHSV had poor air conditioning, so a 
large patio door was often left open to keep 
the studio and camera equipment cool. 
Early one morning, just as Leeolou was 
going on the air, a black-and-white cow 
lumbered in and parked itself between 
Leeolou and the camera. 
"I was too young to try to ad-lib some-
thing;' he says now from his office in 
Greensboro, N.C., where he is president, 
THOSE EARLY 
LESSONS HELPED 
PAVE THE WAY ... 
chief executive officer and co-founder of 
Vanguard Cellular Systems, one of the 
largest independent nonwireline cellular 
phone companies in the United States. 
"I was just mortified." 
Leeolou ignored the cow and com-
pleted the broadcast straight-faced. Once 
off the air, "I almost collapsed;' he says. It 
was "real calamity television.'' 
"Steve Leeolou and I were the first 
[TV-3] interns ever from Madison College;' 
says Steve Buckhantz ('77), who for the last 
nine years has been the top sports personality 
for WTTG FOX Channel 5 in Washington, 
D.C. "Leeolou did the 11 o'clock news, and I 
did the 11 o'clock sports and weather." 
So the two shared the horror one night, 
when, Buckhantz admits, "I made the 
largest gaffe of my career.'' Buckhantz had 
rushed into the station and pulled a piece of 
wire copy announcing that 
Kareem Abdul Jabbar would 
play the remainder of his career 
in Los Angeles. "I was in a 
rush. I told the director, 'This 
is one of my stories."' He went 
on the air and began reading 
the story. Today Buckhantz 
quotes the wire copy from 
memory: '"The Lakers, who 
were beaten by the LFT teachers 
and officials of a parent organi-
zation .. .' I realized that wasn't right and 
looked over at Leeolou, who had the most 
horrific look on his face. I just kept going 
and it kept getting worse. Finally I realized 
[the Associated Press] had changed stories 
in midsentence. I was in a different story. 
''And when I got home:' he says, "there 
were my roommates. 'Boy those teachers are 
really tough; they said. That was the worst 
. .. That's where I learned you always read 
your copy all the way through.'' 
All of these experiences are lessons that 
have helped pave the way to success for 
JMU's TV-3 alumni. 
Today Buckhantz' high-profile success 
at WTTG includes hosting the weekly 
Sports Extra and, during football season, 
co-hosting the weekly pre-game Redskins 
Playbook with former 'skin Jeff Bostic and 
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the live post-game Redskins Playbook. He 
announces a radio show in the morning on 
DC101 and AM1260, is the official play-by-
... TO SUCCESSFUL 
AND HIGH-PROFILE 
CAREERS ... 
play voice of the U.S. Naval Academy foot-
ball team and continues extensive free-lance 
play-by-play assignments for professional 
and college teams, including an occasional 
JMU game, on HTS. 
The now-confident and poised Peter-
son has won a local news Emmy for her stories 
on breast cancer for the Toledo CBS affili-
ate, where, she says, "there has been a big 
push for civic journalism." She's involved in 
many local events like the Toledo Race for 
the Cure, does a monthly breast cancer 
story and started a Buddy for Life program 
through which women pair 
up to remind each other to 
do breast self-exams. Peter-
son also gets to have some 
fun. Her Chrys Back Stage 
series, playing off the CBS 
initials, took her behind the 
scenes with Dan Rather and 
the CBS Evening News, CBS 
This Morning, Late Night 
with David Letterman and a 
soap opera in which she 
made a brief appearance. 
Leeolou, who left broad-
casting in 1983 after his 
third news anchor position 
to take the entrepreneurial 
plunge with Vanguard, says 
the lessons in composure 
and thinking on his feet still 
pay off. Today he's also chairman of the 
board and CEO of Inter-Act Systems, a 
member of the board of directors of Inter-
national Wireless Communications Inc., 
charter director of North Carolina Elec-
tronics & Information Technologies Associ-
ation and serves on the boards of several 
civic organizations. 
Since leaving JMU and TV-3, where he 
worked with Buckhantz and Leeolou, film-
maker Steve James ('78) won an Oscar 
nomination and national acclaim for his 
documentary, Hoop Dreams, and has gone on 
to produce Prefontaine, a documentary about 
the legendary track star Steve Prefontaine. 
Chief WDBJ meteorologist Robin 
J. Reed ('78), meanwhile, has gone on to 
become what many southwest Virginia 
viewers regard as "the Willard Scott of the 
Roanoke area:' 
The successes of JMU's TV-3 alumni 
add up to ready-made motivation for 
today's broadcast journalism students, who 
join - or hope to join - the station's 
production, marketing and news staffs as 
interns from the School of Media Arts 
and Design. 
''I'd say over the last 18 years, half of the 
station's staff has come from JMU;' says Bob 
Starr, head of JMU's Media Production Center. 
"I have been overwhelmed with the 
quality of the people who have come here:' 
says WHSV General Manager Tracey Jones. 
"[JMU] provide[s] us with some great talent:' 
Starr and alumni alike agree that TV-3 
offers a chance to learn all facets of what 
goes into making a TV news broadcast. 
The career of former intern Pam Branner 
('90) is a case in point. TV-3 sports anchor 
"J.J. Davis taught me everything I know about 
shooting;' she says. "He's definitely the man 
who provided me with the right direction." 
That direction took her to a production 
job with Sunbelt Video, working on its 
Inside Winston Cup Racing show for the 
Nashville Network. 
"They hired me to be a production 
assistant but when they found out I could 
shoot they sent me to a race;' she says. In 
1996, she got a job as a producer with 
ESPN-2's RPM 2night, a daily show covering 
NASCAR. Today she flies around the coun-
try from race to race and in 1996 won the 
Miller Lite Motorsports Journalism Award 
of Excellence for a story that explored the 
philosophy needed to win on the track and 
the "zone" champion drivers achieve. 
"No doubt about it;' she says. "If I had 
to start over, I'd do the same thing. You 
could do everything at Channel 3:' 
Having hands-on experience m all 
facets of broadcasting is a big plus, says 
WTTG's Neale. "You learn to shoot, write 
and edit, and how to do it quickly;' she says. 
"When you've been a shooter, even if you 
weren't a good shooter, you have a better 
understanding of what goes into it." 
The nice thing about a small station and 
a relatively small community is that viewers 
are more forgiving, Peterson says. "People 
know you are young and are trying hard;' she 
says. 'Tm really grateful for the community 
there:' She still cringes when she hears her 
early 20s voice, the one Channel 3 viewers 
heard. "I have so much better control now;' 
· she says. "I just sounded like a Smurf' 
Even though Pam Stevens ('84) now 
works for Larry King, who tirelessly puts on 
his nightly CNN interview show, she 
still marvels at the people she worked with 
as an intern at TV-3. 
"I saw people work really hard under a 
lot of pressure but they were always 
gracious;' she says. 
The ethic she saw at TV-3 has served 
her well. As the producer who books 
guests as disparate as Newt Gingrich and 
Dennis Rodman for King's show, Stevens 
knows something about pressure. One 
night at 6 p.m., her guest backed out three 
hours before the broadcast, but Stevens 
managed to put together a show featuring 
Chastity Bono and the Rev. Jerry Falwell. 
Current TV-3 reporters and anchors 
Channa Brooks ('96) and Brian North 
('92) voice sentiments similar to those of 
their colleagues who have moved on to 
higher-profile assignments. 
"It has meant a lot working here because 
it is so hard to get a job, especially in sports;' 
says North, who has worked 
at TV-3 nearly five years. "It 
is a great opportunity to still 
be learning on the air and 
covering big-time sports:' 
Brooks says she's already 
seen a vast improvement in 
her work. Yet she acknowl-
edges she has a long way to 
go and plans to make the 
most of the opportunity 
TV-3 has given her. She's still 
looking for her on-air voice 
and style. 
"I want to be as real a 
person as I can be;' she says. 
"I want to come across as 
I really am:' She can take 
Buckhantz' success and 
words as encouragement. 
"In that kind of market 
you can make . .. mistakes;' 
he says. "I take pride ... that 
Steve [Leeolou] and I were 
the first interns ever to go 
over there and that we 
helped pave the way for 
Madison interns and aspir-
ing journalists. 
"I still have a picture on my desk of me 
sitting at the news set, and I look at it often 
to remind myself of where I started;' 
Buckhantz says. + 
FOR JMU'S FORMER 
TV-3 INTERNS AND 
ROOKIE BROADCASTERS. 
WTTG and Ulrry King Live photos by Tammy Hoffer. 
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HUNT PORCH 
Author creates 
literature ch ildren 
can visit 
Randy Jones 
Photos by Steve Zumbro 
"I consider literature a place that chil-
dren can visit;' says author Vivian Owens 
('72/M.S.Ed.), explaining what shapes her 
writing. "In order for children to walk 
through [a) book, they have to feel secure in 
traveling on through:' In her quest "to bring 
literature to children that will be friendly;' 
Owens has written two suspenseful adventures 
she hopes all children, but especially African-
American girls, will want to enter page by page. 
Many authors, Owens believes, create a 
place in their fiction that repels children, in 
part, because they strive too hard to be rele-
vant. ''A lot of it is so traumatic in its scope 
that a child doesn't want to go there; the child 
can't solve the problems presented;' she says. 
By contrast, in Owens' Nadanda, The Word-
maker and The Rosebush Witch, both of her 
protagonists are African-American girls who 
"are self-empowered so that they will be able 
to solve [ their J problems:' 
Although reluctant to criticize any litera-
ture written for African-American children 
because there is so little of it available, 
Owens says, "It has become so traditional 
that you take children to the worse places, 
and in doing so [authors often] are giving 
[children) their environment. But why 
should African-American children be left in 
such uncomfortable places? Why not places 
to which they can aspire?" she asks. 
Owens' stories revolve around middle-
class, African-American families living in 
small towns, much like the out-of-the-way 
town in central Florida where Owens grew 
up among a lively and loving family during 
the days of state-sanctioned segregation. 
Her father, "a wonderful storyteller;' was a 
minister and amateur inventor. And three 
months of each year, both her grandmoth-
ers and her maternal great-grandmother 
would visit. 
From this familial matrix of parables, 
stories and invention, it is not surprising 
that Owens eventually turned to story-
telling herself. But this was not her first 
ambition. The Tuskegee Institute chemistry 
major aspired to be a scientist when she 
ALTHOUGH OWENS' FICTION 
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grew up. Only after she decided to go into 
teaching, earning a master's in education at 
JMU while also raising three children, did she 
"become engaged in children's literature:' 
Nadanda, which Owens self-published 
in 1994 through her company, Eschar Publi-
cations, focuses on the troubled relation-
ship between Nadanda and her widowed 
mother, an African arts dealer. "It's a story 
about relationship-building;' Owens says. 
The narrative is propelled by the powers 
Nadanda conjures in an African doll when-
ever she utters strange words before it. 
Gradually, language empowers Nadanda, 
Owens suggests, and enables her to resolve 
her issues with her mother - mainly, 
Nadanda's mistaken belief that her mother 
wishes Nadanda had died instead of her father. 
The book, intended for children ages 10 
and up, was named by Writers Digest in its 
1994 National Book Awards as the best self-
published children's book of that year. 
Owens' more recent story, The Rosebush 
Witch, opens with a visit to the house of 
Lona Davis' storytelling grandmother, a 
familiar event from Owens' girlhood. Sur-
prisingly, for an author concerned with cre-
ating secure places, this book features a 
witch who sits outside Lona's "bedroom 
window, frightening her into a state of 
discomfort and jumpiness;' according to 
Owens. Nonetheless, the "story has a 
scientific basis;' states Owens, who believes 
that "children will close this book relieved 
that there really is an explanation for the 
murky figures in the dark recesses of 
their bedrooms:' 
Although Owens' fiction celebrates 
African-American culture, especially "the 
oral tradition of Southern black story-
telling;' she believes her books transcend a 
strictly African-American readership. Both 
books, after all, deal with the fears and anxi-
eties that children of all races share. In this 
regard, she insists her books are multicul-
tural because they let children of other 
races "visit an African-American child, and 
say, 'Oh, so this is what you are like:" 
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County. I "realized there were 
things that I could share with 
parents that might help" 
them with their children's 
education, she says. This idea 
also led her to begin con-
ducting "education work-
shops [ for parents] that teach 
techniques for helping their 
children with learning!' 
When talking with 
But clearly, Owens is 
writing out, primarily, to 
African-American children, 
who, she believes, are rarely 
represented in fiction. "Only 
2 percent or less of children's 
literature published every 
year will contain black char-
acters or have any African-
American center:' she says. 
For this reason, she suspects 
many black students stop 
reading by fourth grade. fivoroy S31\i3~:lJ 3HS ·100H:)S tl3H NI 
Owens, whose voice conveys 
a luminous, confident pres-
Nadanda, The Word-
maker and The Rosebush 
Witch are not Owens' first entries into pub-
lishing. This longtime chemistry and 
physics teacher has complemented her chil-
dren's fiction with two educational "parent-
helper" books, also published by Eschar. 
Both Parenting for Education and Create a 
Math Environment have been endorsed by 
wiake'ff', 
the Department of Education as part of its 
Resources in Education program. 
The urge to write two educational 
books stemmed from Owens' many years of 
classroom experience, which continues. She 
teaches at Stuarts Draft High School and 
Wilson Memorial High School in Augusta 
Eschar Publications 
ence and gracious humor, 
one tends to linger in a front-
porch, general store, dusty small-town kind 
of way. One suspects that whether it is a 
classroom, the book-crammed study in 
which she writes or the fiction she creates, 
any place infused with Owens' spirit will be 
secure and inviting. You may find yourself 
asking for a story. • 
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DEAN EHLERS KEPT HIS FOCUS 
SQUARELY ON WHAT MATTERS 
Margie Shetterly 
~ em Ehlm, )MU', fust ,thleti~ 
director, was inducted into the uni-
versity's Sports Hall of Fame at the Greater 
Madison Banquet in April. It was a fitting 
tribute to a man who, in his 22 years at 
JMU, led the university's intercollegiate 
sports from a small college program with 
no league affiliations and no scholarships to 
a nationally recognized Division I program. 
Starting in 1971, Ehlers began to build 
on the already established women's program 
and literally built the men's program from 
the ground up. He did both on a whirlwind 
timetable with a 
-a ~iplnma 
quiet, focused leadership that rarely called 
attention to himself, always highlighted the 
positive and constantly demanded educa-
tion of the athletes as his bottom line. His 
obvious success and his subtle style, in equal 
parts, have made him a giant in intercolle-
giate athletics and in the eyes of those who 
have worked and played with and for him. 
If you ask him about his accomplish-
ments, the now-retired Ehlers shrugs his 
shoulders and says, "We were blessed with 
good people and a supportive administra-
tion that provided the dollars:' He tells you 
that he was in the right place at the right 
time; that JMU was poised and determined 
to grow, and that he was there just to help it 
along. But that's Ehlers' way - gracious, 
humble and firm. But just ask him about 
sports, those infancy years of JMU's pro-
gram and before. Then Ehlers' eyes twinkle 
with what has guided him since he was a 
youngster - the pure joy of honest, sports-
manlike competition. 
For Ehlers, sports has been a constant 
in his life. And the people who coached him 
as a youngster growing up in the Midwest 
did more than teach him the intricacies of a 
game - they were almost like fathers. 
"When I look back on my life, some of my 
Cer,trol Methodist 
College All A- . 
- .. ,ericon 
Ehlers modeled the 
Philosoph4 he Wollld 
later llrge at JMU· 
"fte believed othl:nes 
shollld be held to the 
son,e standards os 
the rest of the Stlldent 
bod4 " 
' so4s former 
JMU football coach 
Joe PL1rz4cki. "fte 
Wonted then, to go 
to class, to be good 
school citizens." 
greatest influences were my 
coaches;' he says. "They cre-
ated a family-like feeling:' 
Those early experiences cou-
pled with an athletic talent 
launched Ehlers into what 
would become a lifetime career 
in sports - as an athlete, coach 
and administrator. 
Ehlers earned his bachelor's 
degree from Central Methodist 
College in Missouri, where he 
was a four-time first-team all-conference 
basketball choice and was inducted into the 
school's Athletic Hall of Fame. He received 
his master's in education from Missouri. He 
played six seasons of professional baseball 
in the Brooklyn Dodgers' organization, 
played both baseball and basketball for the 
U.S. Army from 1951-53, and started his 
coaching career in 1956 when he joined 
Memphis State (now the University of 
Memphis) as head baseball and assistant 
basketball coach. He rose to the head bas-
ketball coaching position in 1962, and 
stayed at Memphis State until 1966 when he 
was named the first full-time athletics 
director of the Memphis city school system. 
Five years later, Ronald Carrier showed up 
at his office and announced, 'Tm here to 
employ you as my athletics director at 
Madison College." 
Those early days of college sports were 
a far cry from the mega-salaries and mega-
egos that sometimes overshadow the world 
of big league intercollegiate athletics today. 
"It's become a business;' Ehlers says. Regret 
colors his words. "That seems to be the way 
the system is:' The single coach has been 
replaced by a staff of many, and recruiting 
has a competitiveness almost equal to the 
game itself. "A lot of places don't even have 
walk-ons;' Ehlers says. "The game is better 
than it's ever been. But what's been the 
price?" While Ehlers would never admit 
he'd like to return to the past, his recollec-
tions of the "good old days" speak long-
ingly of days of hustle, improvisation, 
minuscule budgets and athletes who played 
simply for the fun of it. 
"When I came to Memphis State in 
1956 as the assistant basketball coach, I 
taught four classes, was in charge of the 
bookstore for athletes and had no secre-
tary;' Ehlers says. "That year our basketball 
team finished second in the nation:' 
Fifteen years later, Ehlers was at JMU, 
and the situation was similar. No Convoca-
tion Center, no Godwin Hall, no stadium 
and few playing fields. The pool was in the 
basement of Keezell, the track was the side-
walks that lined the Quad, and the men's 
basketball team played its games in Har-
risonburg High School's gym. The entire 
sports budget ran a whopping $44,000. 
Recruiting was a far simpler animal to 
tame. In fact, Ehlers says, "We literally 
recruited that first football team out of 
the registration lines." Tim Meyers, a 
member of Ehlers' first basketball team, 
recalls that Ehlers would often hand him 
a $5 bill with instructions to take a poten-
tial recruit out for dinner "and expect a 
receipt and change." 
JMU's sports had no ticket office; Ehlers 
was it. Nights often found him at home 
addressing and stuffing envelopes with tick-
ets to be dropped in the mail on the way to 
work the next morning. A.D. duties became 
a family affair, as his wife, Joanne, hosted the 
hospitality room following men's basketball 
games, armed with pleasant conversation 
and a box of doughnuts Ehlers had picked 
up just before the game. Then, there were no 
"just coaches" or "just athletics directors:' 
"All of us did something else;' Ehlers recalls. 
That first year, Ehlers doubled as men's head 
basketball coach in addition to teaching. 
Ehlers' eorl4 4eors in sports 
Were as a plo4er - f 
. 
0 summer 
boll '" South A- · 
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boll w'.th the Brookl4n,D0d9ers' 
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U.S.Arm4. 
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mushrooming budgets to man-
age. "But through all those pres-
sures, Dean's focus was always 
on the student. He never com-
promised that;'Yeager says. 
before 
He and Leotus Morrison, 
head of JMU's women's 
intercollegiate sports pro-
gram, zeroed in on the 
idea that athletics should 
provide "life skills long 
[the idea] was ever Ph\\ 
·"es a tro 
'right\ rece\ popular;' says Betty Jaynes, CEO of the 
t:h\ers 1 ,, uears. 
tion when it came to women's sports. "I 
came from the old school that believed 
'ladies' should be on the sidelines;' Ehlers 
admits with a sheepish smile. That philoso-
phy was mainstream in the 'SOs and '60s. 
But teamed with Morrison, Ehlers became 
sold on women's intercollegiate athletics, 
and, in the process, became one of its most 
ardent supporters. He calls his six-year 
service on the NCAA Division I Women's 
Basketball Committee his most rewarding 
intercollegiate athletics committee assign-
ment and "a wonderful experience to repre-
sent women's basketball:' · Ar"'"" during h'5 
But those days didn't last long. In a few 
short years, JMU's intercollegiate sports 
program climbed the ladder from a small 
college program to a Division I power. It 
was a climb that amazed most onlookers 
and many insiders - including himself, 
Ehlers says - and began introducing 
JMU athletes into the pro ranks: Alan 
Mayer in soccer, Linton Townes in 
basketball, Billy Sample in baseball, 
Mark Carnevale in golf, and Gary 
Clark, Charles Haley and Scott Nor-
wood in football. 
Through those dizzying years, 
Ehlers faced the demands of building a 
winning program, yet never lost sight 
of JMU's main purpose - to educate 
students. "Dean had always been an 
educator and a coach;' says Tom Yea-
ger, commissioner of the Colonial Ath-
letic Association. Sure, he had pressure 
to win and pressure to grow and 
Women's Basketball Coaching Association 
and former head coach of women's basket-
ball at JMU. Ehlers and Morrison were 
adamant, above all, that student athletes 
earn a diploma. "That's the tempo he set 
forward;' says Meyers. 
In addition to educating students, 
Ehlers needed to do a bit of personal educa-
Yet, Ehlers' influence m intercolle-
giate sports extended far beyond that one 
committee. A "founding father of the 
CAA;' he served as its president as well as 
head of its predecessor, the Eastern Col-
lege Athletic Conference, South. He also 
was president of the Virginia Sports Hall 
of Fame and 
Ehlers alwa4s kept a 
sense of humor. "We served on the 
literall4 recruited that ECAC executive 
first football team out committee and 
of the registration baseball com-
lines," he sa4s. It had 
a less than stellar mittee and the 
season - no wins and NCAA basket-
no points either. But ball rules com-
Ehlers had the last 
rnittee, "which 
laugh. Three 4ears 
later JMU went unde- put the dunk 
feated, five 4ears later back in the 
ranked No. 1 in the game:' He was 
nation in its division, JMU's men's 
and in the 'BOs pro-
country 
duced professional cross 
pla4ers Gar4 Clark coach from y (left), Charles f-tale4 1972-74, and in and Scott Norwood. 
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his final year, he was named the Virginia Col-
lege Athletic Association's Coach of the Year. 
His quiet leadership, integrity and 
dependability won him the respect of his 
peers. "He was viewed as the saint in the 
business;' the CA/\s Yeager recalls. "No one 
was held in higher regard:' Vanderbilt 
associate athletics director June Stewart 
echoes those sentiments. "Dean had so 
much credibility that he lent credibility to 
anything he was associated with." So 
illustrates the CA/\s Dean Ehlers Leader-
ship Award, which recognizes student bas-
ketball athletes who "embody the highest 
standards of leadership, integrity and 
sportsmanship through their academic and 
athletic achievements:' 
In his 22 years at JMU, Ehlers never lost 
his vision of what JMU sports could and 
should be - a program that commanded 
respect from its peers but always demanded 
President 
RonoldE. 
carrier often 
describes the 
athletics pro· 
gromos"the 
front porch" 
of JMU. Student· 
athletes ore the 
universit\4' s 
"ombossodors," 
Ehlers echoes. 
"I like to believe 
we projected 
o prett\4 good 
image." 
that it give more to its student athletes than 
it took - that it gave them skills they could 
build on, an education they could be proud 
of and memories to savor. 
Today, after a few part-time years with the 
JMU Foundation, Ehlers is retired, and his 
focus is squarely on his family: wife, Joanne, 
and the lives of their four children. But a part 
of his heart will always be with a fifth child 
- JMU athletics, which he raised from 
childhood to maturity and success. Ehlers still 
savors its victories, follows new trends and 
developments with interest and always feels 
the bond. "Selfishly, that's my baby;' Ehlers 
says. "I watched it grow up to adulthood:'• 
The Ehlerses 
celebrate their 
togetherness. 
After his heort 
ottock ond her 
bout with breast 
cancer a 4eor ago, 
Deon and Joanne 
concentrated on 
helping each other 
recover. Their 
priorities todo4 
ore their four 
children and 10 
grandchildren. 
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hroughout history, fathers 
and sons have shared those 
special moments that have 
made them buddies for life - baseball 
practices, computer games, bike riding, 
school projects and story times. 
So it was in the Rudmin household, 
where an intellectual atmosphere has pro-
duced a vocational bond between father, 
Joseph, and son, John ('98): Both share 
physics at JMU - father as professor and son 
as major. But it was those special moments 
in John's growing-up years that have made 
their tie transcend a mutual calling. 
Fascinated since childhood by tales 
from ancient history, both Joe and John 
found themselves wanting to dissect stories, 
separate fact and fiction and make their 
own conclusions about what was real and 
what was not - an appropriate trait for 
evolving scientists. So it was natural for 
John to share his high school history paper 
on the identity of King Arthur with his 
father. That moment began a three-year, 
father-son foray into a maze of myth, 
legend and history. 
Along their research journey these 
myth chasers have pored over old texts 
gathered from libraries across the nation 
and carried on Internet discussions with 
other Arthurians - all in an attempt to dis-
cover finally and exactly who King Arthur 
was. While most people recall fragments of 
stories about King Arthur - the sword in 
the stone, Merlin the magician and the 
Knights of the Round Table - King Arthur, 
the man, has not been identified or con-
nected convincingly with any historically 
known figure. Yet to this day in England, 
Wales and Scotland, Arthur continues to 
garner his share of fame and superstardom, 
while his identity is hotly debated world-
wide in scholarly circles, journals and over 
the Internet. 
Was he a real hero that modern-
day Britain can claim? Or 
was he simply con-
cocted through 
the imagination 
of the literati in 
ancient days to 
give solace and 
comfort to descendants of war-ravaged 
lands? The Rudmins believe their research 
has offered an answer, and it comes as 
something of a shock to Arthur enthusiasts. 
rthur is commonly considered 
the national hero of Wales 
- a fifth-century British 
battle leader who led the fight against the 
invading Saxon and Germanic tribes who are 
the ancestors of today's English. Although later 
medieval literature on Arthur is highly embell-
ished, the earliest terse records define him 
fundamentally as the victorious leader at the 
battle of Badon Hill around A.D. 500. His 
decisive victory ushered in 40 years of peace 
between Celts and Saxons so that the culture 
of the native Celts could survive in Wales. 
"As far as the serious historical evidence goes, 
that's all that's known about him;' John says. 
But as the Rudmins scoured the earliest 
historical records, "We realized that only 
one person dominated that part of Britain 
at the time, and that was Cerdic, the founder 
of Wessex:' Cerdic, 
they believe, is 
the elusive 
Arthur. 

At first, this was not an easy notion to 
swallow because, John explains, "historically 
Cerdic is known as the first king of Wessex, 
a Saxon kingdom. And the most basic 
understanding of the real Arthur was that 
he was the leader of the Celts who fought 
against Saxon invaders. 
"This seems to be really problematic 
at first sight and perhaps the reason this 
hasn't already been explored by scholars;' 
John says. "Because how could Arthur, the 
traditional enemy of the Saxons, lead 
a Saxon kingdom? But our first clue to 
this possibility was our discovery that 
Cerdic and his whole family line have Celtic 
rather than Saxon names. This led us to 
re-examine the origins of Wessex:' Indeed, 
the archaeology of early Wessex reveals that 
it was a community of Celtic leaders and 
peaceful Saxons who had lived there for 
more than a century. 
The Rudmins used ancient Welsh 
genealogies to support the idea that Cerdic 
led Celts and friendly Saxons in the struggle 
to restore order to the collapsing Roman 
provinces of Britain and Brittany. "He 
sailed back and forth between the two lands 
suppressing pirates and brigands until he 
landed at Southampton and won the Badon 
Hill victory;' John says. The Rudmins went 
on to show that everything the earliest 
legends attributed to Arthur, including 
waging war in Scotland and Ireland and 
establishing kingdoms in Britain and 
Brittany, was also attributed to an obscure 
legendary figure known as Cerdic 
Vreichvras, or Cerdic "Strongarm." 
The Rudmins point out that an early 
form of the name Arthur is "Artus;' a Latin 
word meaning"strength of arm:'The growing 
Saxon population of Wessex went on to 
remember him by the name Cerdic because 
Saxons typically called their leaders by name. 
However, Celts often referred to their heroes 
by epithets, such as "Strongarm." In later 
years, the name Arthur was popularly 
believed to have come from the word ''.Arktos:' 
or "bear:' but this may have arisen out of a 
mistranslation between I atin and Welsh. 
In the years after the Norman invasion 
of 1066, the stories about rhe "Knights of 
the Round Table" emerged. Joh11 explains that 
the themes in Norman literature are rooted 
in Welsh mythology, some of which go back 
to pagan times. "What happened was the 
Normans were fascmated with the Welsh 
folklore, and they found ways to intertwine 
it with Arthurian legend;' John says. 
Amazingly, when the story of Cerdic 
Vreichvras is pieced together, the Rudmins 
say, it reveals a life that is every bit as fasci-
nating as the Arthurian lore. For instance, 
Cerdic was known as "Cerdic Briefbras 
("Short-arm") to the Franks, because he 
was said to have one arm that was shrunken 
and disabled by a crippling childhood disease 
- probably polio. The Welsh called him 
Cerdic Vreichvras ("Strongarm") perhaps 
because his good arm was exceptionally 
strong. It is quite possible that he was the 
same child who was said to have been 
miraculously cured by St. Germanus on a visit 
to the island of Britain around the year 442. 
This, Joe speculates, might be the his-
torical root of the sword in the stone leg-
end. Perhaps, he also suggests, Cerdic reha-
bilitated himself by exercising with a sword 
to which a lump of iron had been welded. 
His unique ability to wield this sword might 
have been an identifying trait. A later man-
uscript identified Arthur as "Arthur mab 
uter" which could be translated as "Arthur 
the child of the miracle;' but which later 
authors may have misunderstood to be 
''.Arthur the child of Uther." 
The name of the child's father in the St. 
German us legend is Elaphius, which may be 
a Latin form of the name of Cerdic's father, 
Eliavres. Cerdic's father, Eliavres, was also 
known as Llyr Merini, which in Saxon 
would sound like "Lehr Merini" meaning 
"Master of the Sea" or "Wirnrd of the Sea." 
This might have been the origin of the story 
of Merlin the wizard. 
espite initial rejections of 
their postulate by the 
scholarly community, the 
Rudmins persisted, with the encourage-
ment of Michael Galgano, head of the JMU 
history department, and prominent 
Arthurian scholar Geoffrey Ashe, 
The father-son team has shared 
its findings with other scholars and 
Arthurian investigators on the Arthuriana 
home page on the Internet. They published 
their findings last year in a special issue of 
the Journal of Myth, Fantasy and Romanti-
cism, published by the Mythopoeic Society 
of Australia. 
The Rudmins say that establishing 
Arthur's identity once and for all is impor-
tant to the national identity of Britain, 
Wales and Scotland because it was Cerdic's 
line that became the royalty of England in 
the person of Alfred the Great. 
• 
n t~eir paper's conclu-
s1on, they 
wrote, 
"For over 1,000 years 
the literature of 
Britain has had 
a lost king 
and a 
forgotten 
victory. 
Now the identity of the national hero of 
Wales has been discovered, and he has 
turned out to be [a) founder of the king-
dom of England. The l,500th anniversary 
of the coming of Cerdic to Southampton 
would be an appropriate occasion for 
England and Wales to celebrate their 
common heritage:' + 



Bodkin, Ranney rea:eiue 
alumni assaa:iatian awards 
During May commencement exercises, 
the JMU Alumni Association recognized 
professors Norlyn L. Bodkin and John 
Patrick Rooney for their outstanding 
teaching and service. Bodkin received the 
association's 1997 James Madison Distin-
guished Service Award, and Rooney 
received the 1997 James Madison Distin-
guished Faculty Award. 
The service award honors Bodkin's 33 
years of teaching and his leadership and 
dedication to developing JMU's educational 
facilities. Bodkin is professor of biology and 
director of the JMU Arboretum. 
The arboretum serves botanical research, 
education and horticultural display for both 
JMU and the surrounding community. "It 
benefits a broad segment of the population 
- students, professionals in the botanical 
sciences, area gardeners and the general pub-
lic;' according to President Ronald E. Carrier. 
Opened under Bodkin's direction in 1985, 
the JMU Arboretum consists of "37 acres of 
pristine woodlands which have been care-
fully and selectively cleared and 88 other 
acres which have been left in a natural state;' 
says Martha Powell, head of JMU's biology 
department. "Dr. Bodkin;' she notes, "assisted 
by one full-time assistant and one volunteer, 
serves as the developer, maintainer and edu-
cator of the facilitY:' 
The idea for the arboretum arose quite 
naturally out of Bodkin's teaching philoso-
phy, which emphasizes the importance of 
experiential, hands-on learning. Through-
out his career at JMU, Bodkin has led stu-
dents out of the classroom and into the 
fields, woods and mountain habitats of the 
region to study its plant life. He has also led 
botanical trips to the Galapagos Islands, 
upper Amazon rain forests and Ireland. 
Among the many research projects Bod-
kin has conducted with his students and 
colleagues, one resulted in the discovery 
and naming of a new variety of trillium. 
This rare wildflower, for which Bodkin and 
a colleague drew national acclaim, is known 
as Shenandoah Wake-Robin. 
In addition to his work on behalf of the 
JMU Arboretum, Bodkin developed the 
biology department's herbarium, which 
contains nearly 15,000 specimen sheets of 
plants of Virginia. He also assisted in estab-
lishing the Shenandoah Valley Botanical 
Resource Center, a small library containing 
diverse botanical and horticultural books, 
slides, videos and computer programs. 
The faculty award honors Rooney's 15 
years of teaching and leadership in develop-
ing the university's music curriculum and 
diverse band program, which includes the 
nationally acclaimed Marching Royal 
Dukes. Rooney is a music professor and 
director of JMU's bands. 
The alumni association received letters 
nominating Rooney for the award from 
many of his former students, current and 
former JMU faculty members and the 
director of the U.S. Air Force Band, among 
others, according to C. William Rice, a JMU 
professor of music. Rice notes that the let-
ters from Rooney's former students empha-
sized his dedication to teaching and his 
ability to inspire his students to excel. 
One striking indication of Rooney's tal-
ent for inspiring his students is the March-
ing Royal Dukes, who have already gar-
nered national attention and will soon be 
featured internationally. This December, 
Rooney will take the Marching Royal Dukes 
to Monaco to perform in the closing cere-
mony of the principality's year-long cele-
bration of the 700th anniversary of the 
Grimaldi Dynasty. The band was selected 
by Monaco's anniversary planners to repre-
sent the United States as the premier 
exhibition band. 
Last January, the band, consisting of 
nearly 400 JMU students, marched in Presi-
Alumni Board 
of Directors 
President 
Hugh Lantz. 
Right: Pat 
Rooney 
dent Clinton's second inaugural parade. The 
band also received the 1994 Sudler trophy, 
often referred to as the Heisman trophy of 
marching bands. 
Under Rooney's leadership, JMU has 
also been the yearly host for the Parade of 
Champions, which has grown into one of 
the largest competitions for high school 
bands in the country. 
Both Bodkin and Rooney will receive 
$1,500 each. The alumni association stipu-
lates that the money be applied toward pro-
fessional development and to offset depart-
mental expenses. Each year, the JMU Alumni 
Association seeks award nominations from 
among JMU alumni, faculty and staff mem-
bers, students and the local community. 
MadisOn-k:ine Visit the JMU Alumni Association's web site. MadisOn-Line. The site will showcase many services offered by the alumni association. 
Who can forget 
Wilson Hall, Newman Lake, 
the Rock 
e or D 1<e og? 
MadisOn-Line allows alumni to submit class notes, view 
class notes, find out what's happening in local chapters 
and on campus, update addresses and much, much more. 
Visit JMU's alumni home page: http://www.jmu.edu/alumni/ 
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fames Madison Un 
Nancy 
Bondurant 
Jones 
its first varsity squad. Miz J's 
1929 team (above) is one of 
seven that went undefeated. 
The early years of women's 
basketball were played in 
Reed Hall Gym. 
e Amazing 'Miz /' 
oap-Dreamer f,Cl@ordinaire 
When Gov. Mills God-
win signed the bill chang-
ing the name of Madison 
College to James Madison 
University in 1977, one 
member of the original 
faculty looked on and 
Nthea Loose Johnston beamed approval. 
Althea Loose Johnston 
endorsed this last in a series of amazing 
changes she'd witnessed since her first 
September in 1909. Never one to shy from 
risks, she backed the school's leap to 
become a first-class regional university. 
"First class" was a term that matched her 
own risk taking. In 1909, with experience 
limited to two years teaching primary 
school in Illinois, young Althea Loose 
hadn't hesitated to accept an offer to teach 
German, Latin and physical education at 
the new State Normal and Industrial School 
at Harrisonburg. And the following sum-
mer she attended Columbia University to 
study PE and upgrade her skills to what 
she felt they should be. 
The gymnasium in those days doubled 
as an assembly hall, formed by removing a 
partition between two classrooms of the 
science building (now Maury Hall). Activ-
ity usually consisted of drills with dumb-
bells, wands and Indian clubs, passing the 
heavy medicine ball. Sometimes Miss Loose 
added folk dancing or volleyball. An early 
proponent of recreational exercise, she also 
supervised the laying out of three tennis 
courts and an outdoor basketball court. 
In addition to her daily class load, Loose 
coached intramural basketball for the 
young ladies in her charge. And James C. 
Johnston, principal of Harrisonburg High 
School, often volunteered to referee. More 
than the game, however, soon caught his 
eye. The attractive college instructor and 
eligible bachelor referee managed a circum-
spect and covert courtship. In the spring of 
1911, the two supposedly left for separate 
Easter vacations. Instead, they met at her 
uncle's home in Manassas for a secret wed-
ding ceremony. The elopement thrilled the 
campus - but retired the former instructor. 
Four children followed in four years, and 
Althea stayed at home until 1919, when she 
again headed the PE department for the 
grand sum of $1,500 a year. In March, her 
fifth child was born, but she managed to 
resume her position as instructor and 
department head that September and also 
double her salary. And she instituted varsity 
basketball in 1921 - a program that just 
celebrated its 75th anniversary. 
In 1925, the team had its first unde-
feated season - a benchmark she matched 
in 1929, 1930, 1934, 1935 and 1941. Along 
the way, Johnston raised her family and 
returned to Columbia in summers for an 
M.A. degree. And when she became a sin-
gle parent after her husband's death in 
1929, the forward-thinking "Miz J" bal-
anced her professional and private lives 
with a grace that inspired her students. She 
taught them to challenge themselves. 
Starting forward Anna Lyons Sullivan 
recalled only two games lost during her four 
years playing (1929-32). She said, "One 
good reason we had a good scoring average 
was Mrs. Johnston. You just didn't miss shots 
- she wouldn't put up with it:' The team 
not only went undefeated in Lyons' first year, 
it also doubled or tripled opponents' scores 
in seven of eight games. 
Between 1921 and 1942 when she 
stepped down, her tough, risk-taking style had 
paid off. She compiled a 106-33- 5 record. 
In 1951, she retired from Madison Col-
lege and remained a fierce competitor, but at 
the bridge table instead of the court. Thirty 
years later Johnston Hall, which had been 
named for her husband, was renamed the 
James C. and Althea L. Johnston Hall to 
honor both husband and wife. That year she 
also was accorded Educator of the Year by 
Greater Madison Inc. 
One year earlier, in 1980, Johnston gave 
up driving. She was 94. In October of 1982, 
her daughter, Jacqueline Rice ('32) and 
Jacqueline's husband, Thomas, honored the 
amazing "Miz J" by establishing the Althea L. 
Johnston Scholarship. On July 22, 1983, she 
celebrated her 98th birthday. She died in 
1984. A final honor followed: She became one 
of the first women named to the JMU Sports 
Hall of Fame - an award that distinguished 
her as an extraordinary role model, a woman 
of and beyond her time. 
STAY IN TOUCH 
To submit a class note for publication in Montpe-
lier, please refer to Connections on Page 46 for 
instructions and the class note submission form. 
19 2 0 
Arline Cutshall Pultz and her husband of 72 
years, Byron, live in Roanoke, Va. Arline is 96, and 
her husband is a centenarian. They have two 
daughters and four of their five granddaughters 
graduated from JMU. 
1933 
Sarita Elizabeth Byrd Seward sends greetings to 
her classmates and would like to hear from them. 
She lives in Charleston, W.Va. 
1935 
Inez Graybeal Roop and her husband, Ralph, 
have relocated to Cedarfield Retirement 
Community in Richmond, where they have 
connected with other alumni and JMU parents 
living there. They enjoy participating in 
Cedarfield's programs. 
1937 
Margaret Turner Hotchkiss and her husband, 
George, celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary at King's Grant Retirement Community, 
where they have lived for three years. They 
attended Margaret's 60th class reunion in April. 
1939 
Nancy Chappelear Baird and her husband, 
Alvin Voris Baird Jr., moved to Virginia Mennonite 
Retirement Community's Park Place in Har-
risonburg. They enjoy the company of several 
other resident alumnae, Eleanor Shorts ('40), 
Beatrice Shorts Ott ('36) and Martha 
Early ('41) . 
1940 
Marie Walker Kinyon has survived breast cancer 
and diabetes and, at the age of 81, continues to 
teach piano and play the organ for her church. 
Her great joys are her eight daughters, 30 grand-
children and her garden. She lives in Valatie, N.Y. 
19 41 
Nellie Williams Garbee is retired after a varied 
and interesting career. She lives in Lynchburg, 
Va., has three children, nine granddaughters and 
one great-grandson. She is a member of the 
Poet's Society of Virginia and is an art enthusiast. 
Nellie's hobbies include cooking, reading 
and quilting. 
1942 
M. Jane Draper Lassiter enjoyed a 28-day tour 
of New Zealand and Australia in March 1996. She 
concluded her tour with a visit to family mem-
bers who live in AdJeaid, Australia. Jane lives in 
Boykins, Va. 
Suzannah Smith Neighbour enjoys being a 
Prescott art docent with alumna Eunice Gowl 
Lovejoy ('43). Trips to Santa Fe and to old Span-
ish mission churches have led Suzannah to an in-
depth study of the Santos of the South-West, an 
indigenous American folk art. She lives in 
Prescott, Ariz., with her husband, Hugh. 
1943 
The class of 1943 scholarship endowment total 
equals $28,756. This scholarship is a merit-based 
award given every four years to an incoming 
freshman with a direct alumni legacy relation-
ship. The current recipient, Allison Kidd is the 
granddaughter of Sally Rusher Kidd (' 41). 
1948 
Lorraine Eason Barclay and her husband, 
Robert C. Barclay III, celebrated their 40th 
ann iversary on Feb. 16, 1997. The Barclays have 
traveled to Europe, the Caribbean Islands, Hawaii 
and the Far East. They enjoy a winter retreat in 
Stuart, Fla., and spending time with their son and 
two grandchildren. 
Sallie S. Carnahan retired from teaching in Den-
ver public schools and now lives in Roanoke, Va. 
1948 
Betty M. Cox Forrest of Poquoson, Va., joined 
other Madison alumni and friends for an Aus-
trian winter escapade in February. She hopes to 
see more of her friends at her 50th class reunion 
in 1998. 
Mary B. Feagans Stinnett lives in Amherst, Va., 
with her husband, Page. Their granddaughter, 
Lavely Miller, is a freshman at JMU, majoring 
in art. 
1949 
G. Faye Bell Beaver retired in 1992 as a nutri-
tionist for the Guilford County Health Depart-
ment. She and her husband, Gene, have three 
grandchildren and live in Greensboro, N.C. Faye 
enjoys hearing from former classmates. 
1952 
The class of 1952 raised $7,077 for its class schol-
arship in time for its April reunion. The scholar-
ship will be given to an incoming student with 
strong academic, extracurricular and community 
service credentials and will be awarded as soon as 
the class reaches its endowment goal of $25,000. 
1953 
Connie Jean Kline Herrell is president of the 
choir for the First United Methodist Church of 
Escondido, Calif., where she performs numerous 
solos. Connie is also a member of the Mira Mesa 
College Choral. She and her husband, Ellsworth, 
live in Escondido. 
1954 
Betty Lou Breeden Browning retired in 1991 
from the Stafford County school system. She and 
her husband, Hugh, live in Woodbridge, Va. Their 
son teaches at University of North Carolina at 
Wilmington. 
1958 
Dorothy Graves Carr retired in 1991 after 32 
years of teaching in the state of Virginia. She 
moved to Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Virginia Carroll Lutz Lang and her husband, 
Walter, live in Budd Lake, N.J., where Virginia is a 
musician. They have eight children and eight 
grandchildren. They enjoy tennis in their 
spare time. 
JfflU'S HEAVY HIBER 
New head basketball coach Sherman 
Dillard was introduced as JMU's "heavy 
hitter" on the Camden Yards field in April 
when the Baltimore Orioles defeated the 
Boston Red Sox. The sell-out crowd 
included 475 members of six JMU alumni 
chapters. The Richmond,Metro Washington, 
Charlottesville, Tidewater and Shenan-
doah Valley chapters also gathered with 
Dillard for pre-game festivities hosted by 
the Baltimore/ Annapolis chapter. 
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1957 
Glenna Orrel Bennett says this "Florida-gator 
couple" enjoys retirement. Last year she and her 
husband traveled 11,000-plus miles in the United 
States. They also welcomed a third grandson. 
Glenna keeps in touch with her college room-
mate, Anne Warren Zorn. The Bennetts live in 
Gainesville, Fla. 
Beverly Pleasants Silver, Ph.D., retired after 35 
years of teaching in the JMU biology depart-
ment. She looks forward to traveling, pursuing 
other interests and caring for her first grandchild. 
1981 
Sandra Virginia Smith Rister retired from Vir-
ginia Beach public schools after 34 years of teach-
ing. She and her husband, Bernard, moved to 
South Boston, Va., to care for her elderly parents. 
1983 
Judith Hertzler Humphrey was named 1996 
Virginia Farm-Land Realtor of the Year by Vir-
ginja Chapter 37 of the Realtors Land Institute. 
She was recognized for her "tireless work ethic 
and boundless enthusiasm:' Judy, an accredited 
land consultant and Virginia land specialjst, has 
organized educational seminars on land issues 
and participated in many community land-use 
studies and presentations. She and her husband, 
Richard, live in Waynesboro, Va. 
1984 
Suzanne Farrell Branner is manager of informa-
tion services for the Recreation Vehicle Associa-
tion in Reston, Va. She lives in Herndon. 
Phyllis Ann Waltman Burbank is enjoying an 
early retirement and a new mountaintop home in 
Burlington, W. Va. She plans to expand her arts 
and crafts hobbies. She remains in close contact 
with many of her fellow alumnae, including 
Suzanne Farrell Branner, Nancy Rae Huffman 
Case, Peggy Boyce Mothershead and Elaine 
Stratton Neal. The women attend JMU reunions 
and hold their own gatherings too. Phyllis pro-
duced a six-hour video about her former room-
mates, titled Friends. The classmates send out a 
special "hello" to Sarah Cruise of Virginia Beach 
and Joyce Faye White Hardy of Richmond. 
Nancy Rae Huffman Case plans to continue 
teaching high school social studies in Vienna, Va., 
for the next several years. 
Peggy Boyce Mothershead of Montross, Va., co-
managed the family farm/garden supply business 
until 1996, when she returned to teaching fourth 
grade after a 20-year absence from the classroom. 
Elaine Stratton Neal of Lovettsville, Va., teaches 
fourth-grade special reading classes in Leesburg, 
where she plans to continue teaching for 
another year. 
1985 
Peggy Orr Jessee is associate professor of child 
development at the University of Alabama at 
Tuscaloosa. She directs the child-life program, 
focusing on the psychosocial care of children in 
health-care settings. Peggy is editor of the Child 
Life Council Bulletin. 
Charlene Marsh Simpson has begun her 13th 
year as quality assurance technician at Mrs. Giles 
Country Kitchens. She and her retired husband, 
Nelson, live in Lynchburg, Va. They have two 
granddaughters. 
19 8 8 
Elaine K. Solomon was appointed to a two-year 
term on the Maryland Commission of Women, a 
citizens' group appointed from people interested 
in improving the status of women. Elaine is a 
project administrator with Carl Belt Inc. general 
contractors and has been in the construction 
industry since 1967. She serves in numerous pro-
fessional and community leadership roles. Elaine 
lives in La Vale, Md. 
John E. Anglin and his wife, Vivian Poole 
Anglin, send greetings from Washington, Mo., to 
all 1968 theater graduates. Vivian works in the 
radjology department at St. John's Mercy Hospi-
tal. John is director of theater at East Central Col-
lege in Union, Mo. They have four sons, Sean, 
Andrew, Matt and Adam. 
1970 
Barbara McKnight Benham and her husband, 
William, moved from Chicago to Houston. Their 
oldest son, Bill, is a junior at Ole Miss; younger 
son, John, is a freshman at Auburn; and daughter, 
Anne, attends The Woodlands High School. 
Becky Williams Frank and her husband, 
George, live in Fort Bragg, N.C. They look for-
ward to new beginnings after a 26-year Army 
career. Their daughter, Rebecca, attends Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and son, 
Greg, is an eighth-grader. 
Bonnie Basham Hodges Keyser won the Sec-
ondary Art Teacher of the Year award from the 
southwest region of the Virginia Art Education 
Association. She teaches art at Alleghany High 
School in Covington, Va., where she lives with her 
husband, Ralph. 
19 71 
Nanette Fruhwirth Keckley and her husband, 
Jerry, were married in August 1993 and live in 
Winchester, Va. 
1972 
Eugene Charles Juliet is a realtor. He resides in 
Royersford, Pa., with his wife, Cynthia, and their 
daughters. Gene would like to hear from friends 
who remember the good times shared at )MU. 
Faye Prillaman is a media specialist for Roanoke 
city schools. She lives in Roanoke, Va., with her 2-
year-old adopted daughter, McKenzie Eve. 
McKenzie's Chinese name is Xioa Yun. 
James Davis Sheldrake is park operations man-
ager at Walt Disney World. He also serves as a 
part-time minister of music at First Baptist 
Church in Bartow, Fla., and lives in Lake Alfred. 
1973 
Brenda Belvin Guinn (M.Ed./'78) coordinates 
an early childhood special education program for 
Fredericksburg city public schools. She was 
named Region Three Teacher of the Year for Vir-
ginia in 1996 and also Teacher of the Year by both 
Wal-Mart and the local Fraternal Order of the 
Eagles. Brenda also received the distinguished 
Kuhn Barnett Award from the Virginia Federa-
tion Council for Exceptional Children in March 
1997. She lives in Stafford, Va. 
Deborah Murray Ross has taught third grade in 
North Brunswick for 23 years. She and her hus-
band, Bernard, and son Ryan, 7, live in East 
Brunswick, N .J. 
Christina Beck Updike is curator of visual 
resources in the School of Art and Art History at 
JMU. She received the 1997 Distinguished Ser-
vice Award from the Visual Resources Associa-
tion, an international professional association, in 
honor of her professional accomplishments. 
1975 
Sarah Dana Bruce Alexander holds a Ph.D. 
from the University of Iowa. She is an assistant 
professor at Western Illinois University. Sarah 
and her husband, Philip, and sons, Scott, 6, and 
Sam, 2, live in Genseo, Ill. 
Susan Phyllis Hopp Pauli received her M.A. in 
special education in January 1996. She is a speech 
pathologist for Tuxedo Schools. She lives in Suf-
fern, N.Y., with her husband, Charlie, and daugh-
ter, Sarah. 
1 9 7 G 
Cmdr. Ernest A. Gibson of the U.S. Coast Guard, 
returned to Yorktown, Va., with his wife, Kim 
Pickens, and their children, Kurt, 14, and Todd, 
11. They had been stationed in Italy, San Fran-
cisco, England and Key West. 
Joanne Hill Spotts and her husband, Robert 
Steven Spotts, celebrated their 20th anniversary 
in November 1996. They have three children, 
Andrew, 12, Brittany, 10, and Brooke, 8. Rob is 
assistant principal at Douglas Freeman High 
School in Richmond. Joanne teaches part time at 
Tuckahoe Middle School. 
Jane Wesley of San Jose, Calif., is library manager 
at Alga Pharmaceuticals in Palo Alto, near Stan-
ford University. She holds both M.L.S. and 
M.B.A. degrees. Her home is in the heart of the 
Silicon Valley. 
David Edward White is vice president of sales 
for the HON Co., one of the largest manufactur-
ers of office and systems furniture. He lives in 
Muscatine, Iowa, with his wife, Joan. 
1 9 7 7 
Betty Lynn Smallwood Blanks and her hus-
band, John, live in Lynchburg, Va., with their four 
children. Betty is a full-time homemaker, mother 
and wife. 
David Condit is a second-grade teacher at Red 
Hawk Elementary School in Temecula, Cali f. He 
lives in San Marcos with his wife, Melissa, and 18-
month-old son, William Grant. 
Craig Cook is a sales representative for ADT 
Security Services. He lives with his wife, Carolyn, 
daughter, Shannon, 4, and son, Scott, 2, in Burke, 
Va. Craig enjoys travel, sports, fishing and frater-
nity reunions. 
Marti Davis Esarey and her husband, James 
"Kimo" Esarey, live in Goose Creek, S.C. Kimo is 
an administrative supervisor for Westvaco's For-
est Resources Division. Marti teaches elementary 
students science resource lab and computer lab. 
Marti was named Teacher of the Year at Westview 
Elementary School for 1996-1997. She and Kimo 
have three ch ildren, Ashley, 16, Drew, 11, and 
Morgan,3. 
Gina Perricone Godesky and her husband, 
Douglas J. Godesky, live in Severna Park, Md. 
Douglas is director of the division of planning 
and support in the Administration for Native 
Americans, a federal program of the Administra-
tion for Children and Families, in Washington, 
D.C. Gina is a special education home and hospi-
tal teacher for Anne Arundel County schools. 
Mary E. Butters Hukill is a technical illustra-
tor/graphic artist with CSC for the U.S. Marine 
Corp. near Quantico, Va. As a free-lance artist 
and calligrapher, she placed first runner-up in a 
nationwide greeting card contest. She lives in 
Annandale with her husband, Mark. They are 
avid Redskins and Orioles fans, enjoy scuba div-
ing in the Caribbean Islands and remain active in 
team sports. 
Joseph S. Kirby lives in Woodstock, Ga., with 
his wife, Frances, and their daughter, Lucinda 
Frances, 2. 
Gretchen Dale Schwab will present her artistic 
works at a show titled, "A Slice of Life;' at the 
Agora Gallery in Soho, N.Y. Her paintings 
include watercolors and pastels. Gretchen lives in 
Arlington, Texas. 
Jan Chaffin Thompson teaches a high school 
special education class. She also opened a whole-
sale jewelry business called Janz Jewelry. She lives 
in Wise, Va., with husband, Bill. 
Jerry Thomas Woodall and his wife, Rose, live in 
Yanceyville, N.C., with their two sons, Jerry 
Bruce, 8, and Jason Thomas, 4. Jerry enters his 
14th year in the golf business at Tee To Green 
Golf Shop. He is an avid golfer, winn ing several 
tournaments in recent years. He was also named 
adviser to the Golf Shop Operations publication. 
1978 
Renee Looney Beale teaches special education at 
Webb Street School for 16- to 21-year-old men-
tally handicapped students. She and her husband, 
Tony, and her two stepchildren, Angie and Alan, 
live in Gastonia, N.C. 
Nancy Lengyel Berlin (M.Ed./'81) lives in Man-
assas, Va., with her husband, Charles "Chuck" D. 
Berlin ('79) and their children, Peter, 10, Claire, 
7, and Samuel, I. 
E. Denise Brown became a member in the com-
munity of The All Saints Sisters of the Poor on 
Feb. 5, 1996, vowing herself to a life of poverty, 
chastity and obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Now known as Sister Rebekah of All Saints, she 
lives with 18 other sisters at All Saints Convent in 
Catonsville, Md. 
Cathy Upshaw Crass teaches special education 
in Knox County, Tenn. She holds a master's in ele-
mentary guidance from George Mason Univer-
sity. Cathy lives in Kingston with her husband, 
Roy. 
Tom Dulan is manager of editorial services for 
Kesmai Studios in Charlottesville, Va., and 
recently purchased a home in nearby Free Union. 
Wayne L. Ewing recently earned certi-
fication as a senior professional in 
human resources. He is director of 
human resources at Science and 
Technology Corp., based in Hampton, Va. Wayne 
lives in Yorktown with his wife, Gail, and 
daughter, Heather. 
The Rev. Janice Marie Ely Lowden has an M.A. 
in adu lthood and aging from the College of 
Notre Dame. She is interim pastor of Second 
English Lutheran Church in Baltimore, and has 
been campus pastor for the University of Mary-
land, Baltimore County, since 1993. She and her 
husband, the Rev. Robert William Lowden, live in 
Baltimore. 
Phyllis "Hummer" Davis O'Brien is vice presi-
dent of Absolute Woodworks Ltd., a kitchen and 
bath dealership. She received certification as a 
kitchen designer from the National Kitchen & 
Bath Associates. Phyllis lives in Lively, Va. 
Neena Raye Wright retired from the U.S. Air 
Force after 15 years of service. She teaches world 
geography and history at McCollum High School 
in San Antonio, Texas, where she also lives. 
1979 
Charles D. Berlin has completed an M.S.W. 
while serving as a senior case manager for the 
USJEDIRli All OVER AliAID 
"What's that sound?" Arva Priola ('73) 
asked her husband one spring. "Oh, that's 
the birds;· he responded. Now she can dis-
tinguish water run-
ning, a dog barking 
and, most impor-
tantly, her children's 
voices. She can also 
use the telephone 
despite being"med-
ically deaf,' after 
receiving a cochlear 
implant in 1993. 
The implant, which does not restore 
perfect hearing, is an array of 22 elec-
trodes that transmit electronic impulses 
to the auditory nerve. Each electrode, 
programmed individually after implant-
ing, registers a specific tonal frequency 
from high to low.Although the procedure 
is not new, Priola explains, the technology 
keeps improving it, with varying results 
for each person. 
Priola first experienced hearing loss 
during her sophomore year at }MU, when 
she was a varsity basketball and lacrosse 
player. As the condition worsened, she 
remained silent about it, a typical response, 
she says. By 1989, impending deafness 
forced her to leave her teaching career. 
The implant's success, however, has 
brought her back to a new career, at Fred-
ericksburg's Disability Resource Center, as 
an outreach specialist and advocate for the 
deaf and hard of hearing. As such, she 
now realizes her initial silence in the face 
of encroaching silence was a mistake. She 
now urges people with hearing loss to 
speak out on their own behalf for assist-
ance, solutions and understanding. 
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Department of Family Services in Fairfax 
County, Va. He also speaks, writes and presents 
seminars in career planning and parental con-
cerns. He and his wife, Nancy Lengyel 
(M.Ed./'81), and their children live in Manassas. 
Marine Maj. Christopher E. Blanchard gradu-
ated from the College of Naval Command and 
Staff at the Naval War College in Newport, R.I. 
He studied postgraduate level courses of strategy 
and policy, national security decision making 
and joint military operations. 
Jeffrey Hugh Hill is vice president of operations 
at MEIX, a resort operations firm in Denver, 
Colo., where he also lives with his wife, Kate. 
James Joseph Moynihan has been appointed 
controller of Vulcan Chemicals. He previously 
served as director of international business 
development with Tenneco Packaging. He earned 
an M.B.A. from the University of Richmond. 
Sharon Ehrhardt Sanderson is a sales represen-
tative for Hewlett-Packard in the consumer busi-
ness organization. She lives in Richmond with 
her husband, John "Butch" Sanderson, and chil-
dren, Ryan, 15, and Katie, 10. 
turns your computer 
into a radio! 
The Alumni Association Presents 
]MU Football and ]MU Basketball 
on the Internet! 
Catch the action of every game from any location. 
You have to hear it to believe it. 
To listen to the Dukes action live. you will 
need RealAudio Software, which you can 
download free of charge. For specific downloading 
and installation instructions and to access the 
broadcasts, go to AudioNet' s web site at 
http://www.realaudio.com 
Check the broadcast schedule frequently: 
http://wwwJmu.edu/sportsinfo/ 
Georgia C. Stelluto is publications manager and 
managing editor of the magazine, Today's Engi-
neer, at the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers. IEEE is the world's largest technical 
association. Georgia and her husband, Robert 
Dodd ('77), live in Washington, D.C. 
1980 
Theresa Beale earned an M.S. in communica-
tions from Northwestern University in 1996. She 
is a vice president at Fleishman-Hillard Interna-
tional Communications. She and her husband, 
Mark Abramson, live in Chicago with their 17-
month-old son, Jonathan. 
Kay Engleby Chelena owns a meeting planning 
company in Charlotte, N.C., where she lives with 
her husband, Vince, and daughter, Sara Jeanne. 
Mark Alan Lovering and Elizabeth Chamber-
lain Lovering ('81) reside in Virginia Beach with 
their two children, Kari Elizabeth, IO, and Drew 
James, 8. Mark is a network specialist for NATO 
in Norfolk, Va. 
Geoffrey Paul Mollard and his wife, Michele, live 
in St. Petersburg, Fla., where they have estab-
lished a real estate business. 
Karen Clarke Murphy and husband, Sean, reside 
on the Gulf Coast of Mississippi in Ocean 
Springs. Karen is active in local theater with son, 
Ryan, and helps with daughter Kaitlin's basketball 
and softball teams. 
1981 
Michael Battle ('83/M.B.A.) is director of com-
mercial and international business development 
at AlliedSignal Technical Services Corp. in 
Columbia, Md. Michael and his wife, Cecelia, live 
in Clarksville with their daughter, Michaela Jane, 3. 
Elizabeth "Libby'' Chamberlain Lovering and 
her husband, Mark Alan Lovering ('80), live in 
Virginia Beach with their children, Kari Eliza-
beth, IO, and Drew James, 8. Libby is a teacher's 
assistant for a preschool in Virginia Beach. 
Cliff Crowley and Amy Leonard Crowley live in 
Fairfield, Conn., with their children, Jennifer, I 2, 
Nicholas, 8, Chelsea, 6, and Casey Rose, I. Cliff is 
an oil tanker broker with the Charles R. Weber 
Co. in Greenwich. 
Kathy Moorefield Gravitt and her husband, 
James, live in Greensboro, N .C., with their son, 
James Eli. Kathy is director of customer service 
for American Express, TRS. 
Tamara Strickland Meyer is vice president of 
operations for Datatrace Information Services 
Co. Inc., a subsidiary of Lawyers Title Insurance 
Corp., in Richmond. Tamara is a member of the 
Quality Council of Greater Richmond. 
Debbie Blair Sulik and William Sulik live in 
Burke, Va., with their daughters, Teresa Joy and 
Sarah Elizabeth. Debbie took early retirement 
from FDIC to educate her daughters at home. Bill 
is an attorney with the Legal Services Corp. 
1982 
Bill Corey is a partner in the commercial audit 
practice of Arthur Andersen in Baltimore and 
specializes in SEC clients and companies that 
plan to go public. He lives in Phoenix, Md., and 
has four children. 
Janet Mallory Curtin and her husband, Larry, 
live in Springfield, Va., where Janet is a full-time 
mom for their twin daughters, Jenna and Meghan. 
Laurie Geiger is a special education teacher 
for emotionally disabled children in Fairfax 
County, Va. She and her husband, John Puckett, 
live in Springfield. 
Charles Ashley Grady retired in 1995 after 12 
years as a salesperson with Century 21- Mid-Vir-
ginia Properties Inc. in Orange, Va. He enjoys 
retirement and his family and looks forward to 
the next class reunion. 
Maribeth Daley Herod is senior manager for 
Ernst & Young. She lives in Monument, Colo. 
with her husband, Dan Herod, and their 
two daughters. 
Janet H. Hamrick and her husband, Jon 
Kaufman, live in Roanoke, Va., with their son, 
Hamrick, 5. 
Gary Kelman and his wife, Noel, live in Moor-
park, Calif., with their children, Joshua, 6, Han-
nah, 4, and Michaela, 2. Gary is director of busi-
ness development for Mosby Wellness at Work, a 
preventative health promotion company, and 
serves as a group leader in men's ministry at Cal-
vary Community Church. 
Pamela Hogg Kirby is a part-time senior pro-
grammer analyst with NCI Informational Sys-
tems Inc. She lives in Yorktown, Va., with her hus-
band Ed, and their two children, Meaghan Lynn, 
2, and Erin Lee, I. 
Ann McHale-Hatcher resides in El Segundo, 
Calif., with her husband, William. She is a health-
care administrator for Kelly Assisted Living. 
Cynthia Rigo Morofsky teaches special educa-
tion at Broadview Elementary School in Florida. 
She and her husband, Barry, live in Davie, Fla., 
with their daughter, Meghan Nicole, 2. 
Mark Owens is a software/operations engineer at 
the National Imagery and Mapping Agency in 
Reston, Va. He lives in Ashburn with his wife, 
Natalie, their son, Chas, 6, and two dogs. 
Robert "Bobby" Smith is the director of food 
services for Marriott Corp. at Bellarmine College. 
He lives in Louisville, Ky., with his wife, Kimberly, 
and their daughter, Morgan, 6. 
Tracy McDonald Stevenson is a controller with 
Hines Interests, a real estate firm in Atlanta. Tracy 
lives in Woodstock, Ga., with her husband, Scott, 
and their two children, Ryan, 5, and Shannon, 2. 
Kenneth Sullivan received his M.B.A. in 1995 
from Averett College. He is a product representa-
tive for the American Red Cross. Kenneth lives in 
Sterling, Va., with his wife and two sons, Riley, 5, 
and Connor, 2. He is rewriting his book, The Way 
I Saw America. 
Honesto B. Vargas Jr. is a network services engi-
neer for Intel Corp. He and his wife, Carole, and 
their two children, Michael "Cal;' 5, and Perry, 2, 
live near Sacramento, Calif. 
1983 
Aliceanne Maglaras Alden received a master's 
degree in special education from Johns Hopkins 
University in 1996. She lives in Baltimore with 
her husband, John, and their son, Paul Russel, 2. 
Michael R. Blevins is vice president/chief invest-
ment officer of Main Street Bank Group Inc. He 
is an appointee to the American Banker's Associ-
ation national funds management committee. 
Michael lives in Martinsville, Va. 
Wilma Cairns Bowers, her husband, Bruce, and 
their daughter, Sade, 2, live in McLean, Va. Wilma 
is assistant vice president for corporate advertis-
ing at Bell Atlantic Corp. 
~atty Power Brendlinger and her husband, Eric, 
hve m Carbondale, Colo. They both teach skiing 
and enjoy outdoor life. 
Valerie Hill Neal is a family nurse practitioner in 
the adult clinic of the Chesapeake Health Depart-
ment. She received an M.S. in nursing from 
Hampton University and passed the national cer-
tification exam. She lives in Virginia Beach. 
Elizabeth Libby Smoot served as chairwoman of 
the Virginia Associated Press Editors Committee. 
She is assistant managing editor at the Northern 
Virginia Daily in Strasburg, Va. She and her hus-
band, Jeff, and their daughter, Jenna, and twin 
sons, Ryan and Mark, live in Strasburg. 
Jacqueline Anita Powell Swain is publications 
production manager in the planning and 
advancement division of Baltimore City Com-
munity College. She lives in Columbia, Md., with 
her husband, Michael, and their daughter. 
1984 
Karen Leonard Boslaugh and her husband, 
Bruce Boslaugh, live in Valrico, Fla. with their 
three children, Jason, Jessica and Brendan. Bruce 
is the National Imagery and Mapping Agency 
liaison to U.S. Central Command in Tampa. 
Maria Recio Causey and her husband, Scott 
Causey, live in Burke, Va., with their children, 
Nathan William and Kathryn Sofia. Scott 
received a master's degree in school counseling 
from Marymount University in 1996. He works at 
Rocky Run Middle School in Chantilly. Maria is a 
case management supervisor for CRA Managed 
Care, Inc. in Great Falls. 
Mary B. Gilligan was named 1997 Fairview 
School Teacher of the Year. The award is given by 
the governor's teacher recognition program in 
New Jersey. Mary lives in Monmouth Beach, N.J. 
Christopher P. James is an attorney in private 
practice. He and his wife, Georgina P. Tantoco 
{'85), reside in Oakton, Va., with their son, Jagger 
Jacob Felix. 
Lt. Cmdr. Jeffrey R. Macris of the U.S. Navy, 
received an M.A. in international affairs from 
John Hopkins University's School of Advanced 
International Studies. In 1996, he moved to 
Bahrain, where he is the aide-de-camp to the Fifth 
Fleet Commander in the Persian Gulf. He is mar-
ried to Jennifer Neff Macris. 
Cindy Braun Mears earned a master's degree in 
educational administration from Old Dominion 
University. She and her husband, Jim, reside in 
Chesapeake, Va., with their son, Brooks, 4, and 
daughter, Macy, 16 months. 
Sandra Senft Mills resides in Chesapeake, Va., 
with her husband, Craig, and their three children, 
Patrick, 5, Matty, 3, and Hannah, I. Sandra is a 
second-grade teacher in Chesapeake. 
Joanne Boyd Paulson and her husband, Daniel, 
live in Herndon, Va., with their son, Kyle Daniel, 2. 
Carin Maberry Rauch is in her 13th year as a 
systems analyst at Westat Inc. in Rockville, Md. 
She and husband, John Rauch, live in Mount 
Airy, Md., with their two children. 
Mary Kay Dial Scruggs and her husband, Bill, 
live in Mechanicsville, Va., with their 18-month-
old son, Eric Brandon. 
The Rev. David Sharland is a parish priest and 
youth minister in the diocese of Falls River, Mass. 
He is an ordained Roman Catholic priest. 
Laura Simmons-Smith and her husband, Maj. 
Sam Smith, live in Stuttgart, Germany. Laura is 
an analyst for European Command. Sam com-
pleted an eight-month tour of duty in Hanau and 
is an administrative attorney for the Army. 
Bruce C. Thayer is an analyst for Computer Data 
Systems Inc., a company providing broad-based 
information technology solutions, in Rockville, Md. 
1985 
Kevin B. Atkinson is chief financial officer for 
Worldvoile Inc., in Arlington, Va., where he 
resides with wife, Christy. 
Keith Edward Calfee is owner of Calfee and 
Douglas General Contractor Inc. in Richmond, 
where he lives with his wife, Ellen Osborne ('92). 
Jill E. Costie is a stores director at State Univer-
sity of New York at Stony Brook. She resides in 
Astoria, N. Y. 
Janice Palmore Harrell teaches seventh-grade 
English at Pendleton (South Carolina) Junior 
High School. During her first year of teaching, 
she received the Teacher of the Year award. She 
resides in Anderson with her husband, Jackie, 
and their son, Jackson Palmore. 
Karyn Dawn Bryant Hutcherson and her hus-
band, Rick, reside in Lynchburg, Va., with their 
daughter, Anna Kathryn, 3. 
Stephen Jaffe received a first-place award in the 
1996 World Press Photo Contest for his entry. 
Winning images were selected from submissions 
of 3,663 worldwide photographers. Stephen is a 
staff photographer for Agence France Press in 
Washington, D.C. He and his wife, Romy, live in 
Alexandria, Va. 
Steven Munson Jeavons is a Presbyterian minis-
ter and lives in Marion, Ky., with his wife, Martha 
Gordon, and their son, Caleb Reed. 
Michael Mannarino is manager of interaction 
promotion for NBC Digital Productions and cre-
ates entertainment features for NBC television 
network shows on the World Wide Web. Mike 
resides in North Hollywood, Calif. 
Kristen Ottestad Ott and her husband, Steve, 
live in Sandy, Utah with their daughter, Amanda, 2. 
Ed Parkinson is director of commercial sales for 
Megabyte Business Systems in Richmond, a com-
pany that sells computer solutions. He resides in 
Richmond with his wife, Patsy, and their two 
sons, Daniel, 3, and David, I. 
Nancy Farrell Rader and Joseph Allen Rader 
live in Stuarts Draft, Va., with their son, Joseph 
Christian, 4. Nancy teaches at Rockbridge 
County Middle School. Joseph is a state police 
sergeant, supervising Augusta County. 
Kirsten I. Seyler-Wetzel and her husband, 
Daniel Seyler-Wetzel, have two children, Sophia, 
5, and Avery, 2. Kirsten is a psychotherapist with 
her own practice. Dan is a vice principal in 
Calvert County Schools. They live in Lusby, Md. 
Donald Vincent Steger Jr. is a C.P.A. with his 
own accounting practice. He is a member of the 
Staunton-Augusta County Art Center board of 
directors. He and his wife, Marsha, live in 
Staunton, Va. 
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Georgina P. Tantoco is a project manager for 
Freddie Mac. She and her husband, Christopher 
P. James ('84), live in Oakton, Va., with their 
son, Jagger. 
Cynthia Terry is the associate university 
chaplain at Yale University in New Haven, Conn. 
She is an ordained minister in the United Church 
of Christ. 
Jim Wilhelm is a licensed realtor for Sun Reality 
in Kitty Hawk, N.C., where he resides with his 
wife, Gabrielle, and their twin sons, Mason 
and Kirby. 
19 B 8 
Cory Trifiro Cuthbert and her husband, Eric, 
moved to a new home in Ashburn, Va. with their 
two daughters, Quincey and Kelley. Cory is a sub-
stitute teacher and homebound instructor for 
Loudoun County public schools. 
Cynthia McKinney Hamner and her husband, 
Hal, live in Richmond with their 18-rnonth-old 
daughter, Libbie. Cynthia is a national account 
manager for Hamilton Beach Proctor-Silex Inc. 
Brad Hiebert and his wife, Julie, moved from 
Seattle to Montreal, Canada. Brad is an animator 
and works with three-dimensional computer-
animation software, creating special effects for 
film and television. 
David K. Holland is a local area network analyst 
for USAir Inc. in Pittsburgh, Pa. where he lives 
with his wife, Stacey, and their daughter, Kather-
ine Marie. 
Donna Karen Hopkins is a graduate of Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Richmond. She is asso-
ciate pastor for family ministries at Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Roanoke, Va. 
Valenta Monta Jones works with AT&T Solu-
tions in its architecture integration and deploy-
ment division. Valenta received a master's degree 
in information systems from Strayer College in 
1996. She resides in Reston, Va. 
Timothy Scott Leffel and his wife, Donna, are 
teaching English in South Korea. Prior to their 
assignment, they traveled in Africa and Asia. 
L. Andrew Lopez and his wife, Clara, live in 
Woodbridge, Va., with their children, Luis Chase, 
3, and Catalina Edith, 2. 
Kathryn Allen Orend and her husband, 
Michael, live in Arlington, Va. Kathryn teaches 
fourth grade at Abingdon Elementary School in 
Arlington. 
Lee Parker II, graduated from the Washington 
and Lee University School of Law in 1996. He is 
an associate at the law firm of Sands, Anderson, 
Marks and Miller in Richmond, where he lives 
with his wife, Deanna. 
Janet Buck Scherrer and her husband, Stephen, 
live in Springfield, Va. Both Janet and Stephen 
work for TRW in Fairfax. 
Brenda Vilcins Sharp and Douglas R. Sharp live 
in Glen Allen, Va., with their sons, Kevin Michael 
and Matthew Douglas. 
Deana Renee Hartley Sutton is a regional med-
ical sales specialist for National Healthcare Linen. 
She lives in Mechanicsville, Va., with her hus-
band, Stacy. 
Henry London Taylor III is division president of 
Thomas and Howard Co. Inc. in Spartansburg, 
S.C., where he lives with wife, Julia. 
Alison Gregory Wayland ('92/M.S.) and her 
husband, Charles Wayland, live in Richmond, 
Va., with their children, Elizabeth Reeves, 3, and 
Meade Ramsay, 2. Charles, a C.P.A., is director of 
accounting for Southern Health Insurance Co. 
He is an avid runner and competes in Richmond 
marathons. Alison, also a C.P.A., is a full-time 
mom. 
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Suzanne Adam Bishop is marketing director at 
Synergy One Federal Credit Union in Manassas, 
Va. She previously served as assistant director of 
the Order of Malta, a 900-year-old lay religious 
order of the Catholic Church. She resides in 
Fredericksburg. 
Peter A. Brower is controller for Silvercreek 
Holding Co. Inc., a resort area in the Rocky 
Mountains of Colorado. 
Thomas M. Cowperthwaite is director of MIS 
applications for Cox Communications Inc. in 
Atlanta, where he resides. Tom creates, imple-
ments and manages a formal life cycle develop-
ment process for all new MIS applications. 
Karen Crandall Chiodo is a senior account exec-
utive for a Baltimore advertising agency. She and 
her husband, Gene, live in Ellicott City, Md. 
Neil Christopher Dunn and his wife, Alexandra 
Dapolito ('89), reside in Sterling, Va. Chris is in 
sales with Wurth USA. 
Christine Stiefel Edwards is a kindergarten 
teacher and lives in Lawrenceville, N.J., with her 
husband, Donald. 
Alan J. Field is a site acquisition specialist with 
Tynan Group Inc. He lives in New York City and 
recently had two articles published in legal 
periodicals. 
Robert J. Fredericks lives in Ballston Spa, N.Y., 
with his wife and son, Drew Robert, 2. 
Cynthia Twining Frick is an internal consultant 
for Marriott International's lodging business 
technology department. She and her husband, 
John, live in Germantown, Md. 
Leslie Henson Gottesman earned an M.S. in 
information systems from The American Univer-
sity. She did volunteer work at the Atlanta 
Olympics last summer. She and her husband, 
Dave, reside in Herndon, Va. 
Lt. James M. Haas earned his "Wings of Gold" 
and was designated a naval aviator in the U.S. 
Navy. His training, based in Corpus Christi, 
Texas, included basic engineering and navigation 
studies, advanced instrument rating, extended 
navigation flights, and landings and takeoffs 
aboard an aircraft carrier. 
Elizabeth "Libby'' Harding (M.S./'89) is a pedi-
atric speech pathologist at Egleston Children's 
Hospital at Emory University in Atlanta. 
Eric S. Hinkle is a graduate student in the execu-
tive M.B.A. program at the College of William 
and Mary in Williamsburg, Va. He and his wife, 
Susan, reside in Virginia Beach. 
Steve Holsinger and Jenny Kunz Holsinger 
{'89) live in Springfield, Va., with their daughter, 
Emily Katherine. Steve is a consultant for Booz-
Allen & Hamilton, supporting the National 
Imagery and Mapping Agency. 
Margaret Geary Johnson teaches third grade at 
Wolftrap Elementary School in Vienna, Va. She 
and her husband, Andrew, live in Herndon. 
Thomas Douglas Martens is a law student at 
George Mason University Law School. He spent 
the last two years as project officer for the U.S. 
Agency for International Development in 
Moscow, Russia. 
Karen Spangler Martin became a full-time, 
stay-at-home morn after the birth of Olivia 
Grace, 18 months. She joins sister, Meghan 
Catherine, 3. Karen and her husband, Pat, reside 
in Glen Allen, Va., with their daughters. 
Karen Tyler Moats is director of information 
technology at Virginia Blood Services in Rich-
mond. She provides computer and communica-
tions services to distribute more than 80,000 
blood donations per year. Karen and her hus-
band, Jeff, live in Richmond. 
Mark C. Pratt is the director of policy for the Vir-
ginia Association of HMOs. He and his wife, 
Marielena Arroyo-Pratt, reside in Glen Allen, Va. 
Felicia Brockelman Waldron and her husband, 
Michael, live in Beverly Farms, Mass., with their 
son, Shawn Edgar, 18 months. 
Susan Fisher Vartenigian holds a master's 
degree in education. She and her husband, Tyler, 
reside in Glastonbury, Conn. 
1988 
David N. Anderson is a senior principal at 
American Management Systems. He lives in 
Gainesville, Va., with his wife, Vivienne Suguitan 
Anderson ('89), and their children, Ryann Elise, 
3, and Robert "Robbie" William, 2. 
Mary Beth Moy Brown and her husband, 
Thomas M. Brown, live in Winchester, Va. with 
their children, Lydia Grace and Thomas Michael. 
Tom is a claims supervisor for State Farm Insur-
ance Co. 
Christine McCormick Bulman graduated from 
Notre Dame Law School in 1991. She lives in San 
Diego, Calif., with her husband, Timothy Bul-
man, and two sons, ages 2 and 4. 
Natalie Slater Evans and her husband, David, 
reside in Oakton, Va. They are systems consul-
tants for Watson Wyatt Worldwide in Washing-
ton, D.C. 
Karen Rebane Hencken and her husband, Eric 
Hencken, live in Indian Head, Md., with their 
daughter, Anja Katherine, 2. Karen is a full-time 
graduate student and mother. Eric is a field 
claims supervisor for GEICO Insurance. 
Catherine L. McGuffin is a media planner at The 
Martin Agency in Richmond. 
David Robert Meyer is an osteopathic medical 
student at Western University of the Health Sci-
ences in Pomona, Calif. He and his wife, Linda, 
live in Loma Linda. 
Timothy Mountfort works with China Outreach 
Ministries at the University of Maryland in Col-
lege Park, where he lives with his wife, Huilan Wu 
Mountfort. Tim previously taught English in 
China for two years. 
Mark Rendell and Heidi Albrite Rendell ('91) 
live in Melbourne, Fla. Mark is a teacher and 
football coach at Satellite High School. 
Sheri Weeks Thompson and her husband, Cur-
tis, reside in Dublin, Va. Sheri is full-time mom 
for their sons, Benjamin, 4, and Adam, I. 
Linda Lauffenburger Timmins earned an M.A. 
in marriage and family counseling. She works 
with the chronically mentally ill population. She 
lives with her husband, Nat Timmins, M.D., in 
San Diego, Calif. 
Vince Whittle is a principal consultant with 
Price Waterhouse LLC. He and his wife, Lynette 
Ann Gouzie, reside in Mystic, Conn. 
1989 
Peter Aldridge is a student at the Eller Graduate 
School of Management at the University of Ari-
zona. 
Vivienne Suguitan Anderson and her husband, 
David N. Anderson ('88), live in Gainesville, Va. 
with their children, Ryann Elise, 3, and Robert 
"Robbie" William, 2. 
Monti Lunsford Board and her husband, Curt 
Board, live in Falls Church, Va. Curt is a pharma-
ceutical consultant with Smithkline Beecham 
Pharmaceuticals. 
Alexandra Dapolito and her husband, Neil 
Christopher Dunn ('87) reside in Sterling, Va. 
Alex is an environmental attorney with the 
Chemical Manufacturers Association. 
Lisa Redman Eaton is a graphic designer for the 
American Society of Internal Medicine. She lives 
with her husband, Michael, and their son, David, 
2, in Vienna, Va. 
Justin Harrison Epstein is an ordained Unity 
minister and has served in the ministry in Kansas 
City and Virginia Beach. He is a guest speaker 
and workshop leader and lives at the spiritual 
community of Ananda Village in Nevada 
City, Calif. 
Freed "Mike" Etienne is married to college 
sweetheart Maria Spencer-Etienne ('90). They 
live in Richmond, Va. Mike holds a master's 
degree in urban and regional planning from Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University. He is a senior 
planner for the city of Richmond. 
Jan Fox is a creative marketing project manager 
at MCI. She and her husband, Tripp DeFalco, 
enjoy participating in volleyball and playing with 
their Labrador puppy. 
Lee Ann Miller Gehman is a graduate assistant 
for the dean of psychological services at Mary-
mount University. She lives in Arlington, Va., with 
her husband, Julian , and daughter, Johannah, 4. 
Ken Gonyer and his wife, Karen , live in Har-
risonburg with their son, David Benjamin. They 
operate their own data processing firm. 
Jenny Kunz Holsinger and her husband, Steve 
Holsinger ('87), live in Springfield, Va., with their 
daughter, Emily Katherine, 18 months. Jenny is a 
full-time mother and homemaker. 
Linda McConnell Hume is a third-grade teacher 
in Herndon, Va. She and her husband, Bob, reside 
in Ashburn. 
Robert Kastl is one of the publishers of Creative 
Loafing in Charlotte, N.C. He and his wife, Pam, 
and son, John, live in Charlotte. 
Deanna "DeDe" Myers Kropf and her husband, 
Matthew Kropf, live in Fairfax, Va., with their 
daughter, Madeline Faith. Madeline's godmothers 
are )MU alumnae Corinne Madrid Aycock and 
Patricia Bowers ('64). 
Elizabeth Carter Merritt is a stay-at-home mom 
for her two children in Raleigh, N.C., where she 
resides with her husband, Jeff. 
Sandra Pass Muskopf is assistant dean of stu-
dents at Southern Methodist University in Dallas, 
Texas. She and her husband, Howard, and their I -
year-old son live in University Park. 
Joan Honold Paciga and her husband, John 
Paciga, reside in Bedminster, N.J. Joan is a senior 
manager at KPMG Peat Marwick LLP. John is 
a financial consultant at Heritage Financial 
Group Inc. 
Elizabeth Lyall Schultz and her husband, Brian 
R. Schultz, live in Fairfax, Va. Brian works in the 
computer risk management practice for Arthur 
Andersen LLP in Vienna. 
Andrew B. Spannaus is an activist with the 
LaRouche political movement in Milan, Italy. He 
writes for an American newspaper. Andrew says, 
"It's surprisingly even more fun than life in 
college:· 
Sherry Seay Taylor and husband, John, live in 
Panama City, Fla., with their son, Jan James, l. 
Lois Lewter Warner lives in Charlottesville, Va., 
where she is a graduate student. Lois was wid-
owed in 1995. 
Sarah Dawson Wainscott (M.Ed./'91) is a com-
munication specialist for Gallaudet University's 
national missions and precollege programs. She 
lives in Lorton, Va. with her husband, William, 
and son, Noah Dawson. 
1990 
Margaret Kay Baker works for the greater Rich-
mond chapter of the American Red Cross. She 
and her husband, William, live in Richmond. 
Joseph Banyas received an M.B.A. from Loyola 
College in 1996. He is a senior financial analyst 
with MCI in Vienna, Va. He and his wife, Stacy 
Nixon ('93), live in Reston, Va. 
Michelle Woodard Brown is a technical writer 
for Avtec Systems Inc. in Fairfax, Va. She and her 
husband, Bryan Brown ('91), reside in Herndon. 
Janice Judy Buckner defended her doctoral dis-
sertation in piano pedagogy at the University of 
Texas at Austin and graduated in May 1997. 
Boyd Collier Jr. is an attorney for Cannella and 
Associates in Richmond. He and his wife, Heidi 
Karpowich Collier ('92), live in Glen Allen, Va. 
Michael A. DiMedio was promoted to assistant 
vice president at First Union National Bank in 
Washington, D.C. He and his wife, Ann Henry 
DiMedio ('89), live in Lake Ridge, Va. 
Valerie Ann Donohue has an M.S. in education 
technology from Lehigh University. She is an 
instructional designer at American Management 
Systems in Fairfax, Va. Valerie lives in Arlington. 
Sara Denton Engelhaupt has an M.B.A. from the 
University of Maryland. She and her husband, 
Craig, reside in Laytonsville, Md. 
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Melville 'Wes' Fuller III, and his wife, Cayle 
Stoughton, have relocated to Kansas City, Mo., 
where Melville has taken a new job with AT&T. 
Julia Terrell Hickman and her husband, Brian 
W. Hickman {'92), have relocated to Toledo, 
Ohio. Brian is executive director of the Glassmen 
Drum and Bugle Corp. 
W. Todd Kell received a master's in city planning 
from Georgia Institute of Technology. He is a 
transportation planner for JHK & Associates in 
Alexandria, Va., where he lives with his wife, Taylor. 
Melanie Morris lives in Salem, Va. She is a flight 
nurse with Life-Guard IO in Roanoke, Va. 
Kelly Combs Necessary is an attorney with 
Dudley Galumbeck & Simmons in Tazewell, Va. 
She lives in north Tazewell with her husband, 
Andrew, and their son, Spenser Neal, I. 
Kevin R. Phillips is an account supervisor at 
Atkinson Public Relations in Nashville, Tenn., 
where he lives. 
Jeff Taylor received an M.B.A. degree in 1996. He 
is director of finance at DePaul Family Services in 
Roanoke, Va., where he lives with his wife, Tonya. 
Veronica Lewis Turner was promoted to assis-
tant director for student support services at Rad-
ford University. 
BRODIE CLEO WIDDER 
'Tm a Flame compositor:' says Cari 
Chadwick ('92), which means she is a 
special effects artist, not an arsonist. Last 
year her "flaming" 
contributed to the 
creation of an award-
winning AT&T com-
mercial. 
Compositing, 
explains Chadwick, 
enables special effects 
artists using com-
puters to "integrate" 
- or composite - several different video 
scenes of live action, animation and other 
imagery into one fluid scene. "Flame:' 
Chadwick says, happens to be a specific 
software for compositors working 
with video. 
The award-winning commercial she 
worked on as part of a team at Tape House 
Digital in New York City depicts a paddle-
ball - attached to its elastic string, 
careening through a quick sequence of 
urban and rural scenes. These special 
effects gained the commercial a Bronze 
Cleo, a third-place award in the Academy 
Awards of advertising, in the Visual 
Effects category for television last year. 
Another JMU art major, Tim Crean 
('93), has joined the dizzying career field, 
which figures in 60 to 70 percent of com-
mercials, with Tape House Digital. 
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Cpt. Steve Ashpes is an intelligence officer in the 
U.S. Army. He recently finished a year-long tour 
of duty in Korea and is assigned to Fort Lewis. He 
and his wife, Sarah, live in Steilacoom, Wash. 
Bryan Brown is a network engineer for BDM 
Federal in McLean, Va. Bryan received his CNE in 
1996. He and his wife, Michelle Woodard Brown 
('90), live in Herndon. 
Lisa Worsham Burch and her husband, Rob 
Burch, live in Greensboro, N.C. Rob is a senior 
account manager for IKON Office Solutions. Lisa 
is a senior account executive for the R.L. Reid 
Advertising Co. 
Donald W. Clemmer is a technical marketing 
consultant for IBM. He became a certified soft-
ware engineer in January 1997. He and his wife, 
Melinda, live in Seattle, Wash. 
Mark Colton and his wife, Anna Booze Colton 
('92), live in Reston, Va. Mark is a software prod-
uct manager for CDA Investment Technologies. 
John Delmore received his law degree in 1994 
from the University of South Carolina School of 
Law. He is an associate with Childs & Duff P.A. in 
Columbia, S.C. He and his wife, Jennifer, live in 
Columbia. 
Kristie Reed Hanson works in government rela-
tions for the Heritage Foundation in Washington, 
D.C. She and her husband, Timothy, live in 
Alexandria, Va. 
Erik Hawkins is a student of international busi-
ness at Thunderbird in Glendale, Ariz. He is mar-
ried to Mary Hughes. 
Jennifer Judd Hinrichs received an M.A. in envi-
ronmental education from the University of Illi-
nois in 1996. She and her husband, Doug, live in 
North Beach, Md. 
Lisa Horsch ('95/M.B.A.) received the Council 
for the Advancement and Support of Education 
(CASE District III) Award of Excellence for her 
work with the senior class challenge program. 
Lisa works in the annual giving office at )MU. 
Jennifer High Johnson is a counselor at Valley 
CSB. She and her husband, Matthew, live in 
Verona,Va. 
Michael "Mick" Lemish is a consultant for Data-
tel in Fairfax, Va. He and his wife, Leslie, live in 
Sterling, Va. 
Kristen McNearney Leon and Enrique Leon 
live in Seattle, Wash. Kristen teaches mathematics 
at Mercer Island High School. Enrique is a resi-
dent in family practice at Swedish Hospital. 
Brenda Leszkiewicz works for Cisco Systems in 
Herndon, Va. She lives in Potomac, Md. 
Jeff Musick is assistant vice president of Nations-
Bank in Charlotte, N.C. He lives in Mooresville 
with his wife, Kim, and sons, Aaron and Andrew. 
Charlene Tag Prem lives in Cockeysville, Md., 
with her husband, Gary. 
Heidi Albrite Rendell and her husband, Mark 
Rendell ('88), live in Melbourne, Fla. Heidi is a 
marketing representative for XL-Care Nursing 
Agency. 
Becky Carawan Rich is a lead layout designer in 
the media design and development department 
of Circuit City headquarters in Richmond. 
Michael A. Umbach and his wife, Sandra 
Thomasson Umbach ('92), live in Chicago. Mike 
received his M.B.A. from the Kellogg School of 
Management at Northwestern University. Mike is 
a senior consultant for Ernst and Young. 
Dawn Osborne Welch and Tripp Welch live in 
Rochester, Minn. Dawn is a health study coordi-
nator for the Olmstead County Health Depart-
ment. She holds an M.S. in statistics from Vir-
ginia Tech. Tripp is an administrator at the Mayo 
Clinic. He received an M.S. in health administra-
tion from the Medical College of Virginia in May 
1997. 
Richard D. Williams lives in Arden, N.C., and is 
a scheduler and importer for United Paper Mills-
Raflatac Inc. 
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Melissa Anthony is a marketing communica-
tions coordinator for UNC Hospitals and The 
University of North Carolina at Charlotte School 
of Medicine. She lives in Durham, N. C. 
Ellen Osborne Calfee is an interior designer for 
Heilig-Meyers Furniture in Richmond, where she 
lives with her husband, Keith Edward 
Calfee ('85) . 
Sara Elizabeth Carlson lives and works in Vail, 
Colo., where she is a snowboard instructor. 
Jay Clarke and his wife, Ginjer Norris 
Clarke ('94), bought a house in Seminole, Fla. Jay 
is a writer and researcher in the equity research 
department of Raymond James & Associates. 
Angela Auton Cochran is a C.P.A. She lives with 
her husband, Henry, in Prince George, Va. 
Anna Booze Colton and her husband, Mark 
Colton ('91), live in Reston, Va. Anna is a techni-
cal writer for Claritas, Inc. in Arlington. 
Heidi Karpowich Collier and her husband, 
Boyd Collier Jr. ('90), live in Glen Allen, Va. 
Heidi works for Capital One. 
Trina Arigo Gallaher is a superv1smg senior 
accountant with KPMG Peat Marwick LLP in 
Washington, D.C. She and her husband, William, 
live in Alexandria, Va. 
Kim Gerhardt is public/government relations 
coordinator for FrontierVision, the largest cable 
television operator in Maine. She lives in 
Rockland. 
Elizabeth A. Gibson, R.D., L.D., won the 1997 
Young Dietitian of the Year award in Texas. As a 
clinical dietitian for Marriott, she served at three 
dialysis centers in Amarillo. She recently was pro-
moted to clinical manager and relocated to Cor-
pus Christi, Texas. 
Jim Gregory won the national championships in 
modern pentathlon and was an international 
reserve on the Olympic pentathlon team. He is a 
medical platoon leader at Fort Hood, Texas. He is 
married to Bonnibelle Rhodes. 
Straty S. Hadjiyannis is the financial services 
manager for Saturn of Santa Ana, Calif. He lives 
in Mission Viejo. 
Brian Hickman has relocated to Toledo, Ohio, 
with his wife, Julia Terrell Hickman {'90). Brian 
is executive director of the Glassmen Drum and 
Bugle Corp. 
Drew Hunter is a military policeman in the 
Army. He and his wife, Lori Page Hunter {'93), 
live in Kaiserslautern, Germany, with their 
daughter, Natalie Anne, 18 months. 
Lori Werner Jaap and Joseph Davies Jaap Jr. 
live in Baltimore, Md. Lori is a national account 
executive for the federal government with Cort 
Business Systems. Jody owns a national life insur-
ance agency. 
Susan Beale Kaus is a nurse in a women's care 
unit at Wake Medical Center. She and her hus-
band, Jason, live in Raleigh, N. C. 
Cindy Blistein Mayer and her husband, David 
Mayer ('93), live in Falls Church, Va. Cindy is a 
technical support specialist at Vidar Systems in 
Herndon. 
Tonya Hinton McGill and her husband, Dallas, 
live in North Augusta, S.C., with their children, 
Callie Nicole and Jacob. 
Christopher M. Nelson is a free-lance music 
journalist. His work appeared in Addicted to 
Noise, Alternative Press and The Philadelphia 
Inquirer. He and his wife, Kristin, live in Silver 
Spring,Md. 
Jacob Issac Pasternak received a master's in eco-
nomics from North Carolina State University. He 
lives in Raleigh and is a doctoral student at North 
Carolina State. 
Michelle Harris Robertson received an M.A. in 
religious education from the Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. She and her husband, 
Gary, live in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Sondra Murray Rowe is a sixth-grade teacher in 
Campbell County, Va. Her husband, Jeryl D. 
Rowe, is an account executive for Best Mailing 
Service. They live in Lynchburg. 
Jennifer Edmondson Shirey received her mas-
ter's in counseling from the College of William 
and Mary. She works at Henrico Area Mental 
Health and Retardation Services. Jenny and her 
husband, Hunter, live near Richmond. 
Jennifer Dame Skiles is a LAN administrator. 
She lives in Fairfax, Va., with her husband, Todd. 
Sandra Thomasson Umbach and her husband, 
Michael A. Umbach ('91), live in Chicago. Sandy 
has an M.Ed. from Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity. She is a high school guidance counselor. 
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Molly Ball is special events coordinator at Ben & 
Jerry's Homemade Inc. located in South Burling-
ton, Vt. 
Barbara Lynn Berger lives in Sante Fe, N.M., 
where she works for an independent cinematog-
rapher/editor. 
Megan Ross Borden and Daniel B. Borden Jr. 
live in Sterling, Va. Dan works for at the Fairfax 
County fire and rescue department. Megan 
received a B.S.N. from Johns Hopkins University 
in 1996 and works at The Madeira School in 
McLean. 
Germain Ghazarian Bowles (M.B.A.) and her 
husband, Brad, live in Fayetteville, N.C., with 
their children, Rachel Anne, 3, and Robert Brad-
ford, 17 months. 
Gayle H. Cohen is a teacher and free-lance writer 
in Los Angeles, Calif. 
Bonnie Griffiths Fass received a master's degree 
from Old Dominion University. She is a physical 
therapist. She and her husband, Len, live in 
New Jersey. 
Gregory H. Gordon has a home located 15 min-
utes away from the Space Shuttle and on the 
beach in Cocoa Beach, Fla. He says "hello" to all 
his Alph Chi Rho-Rho Chi Beta brothers. 
Sara Didrickson Grube works at Reynolds Met-
als Co. in Richmond, where she lives with her 
husband, Michael. 
Karen Bundick Hansen (M.Ed.) lives in Virginia 
Beach with her daughter, Jasmine. Karen is a spe-
cial education teacher for eighth-grade students 
with learning disabilities at Indian River Middle 
School in Chesapeake. 
Tricia Simmons Hildebrand and her husband, 
Shawn C. Hildebrand ('94), live in Bridgewater, 
Va ., with their daughter, Sara. Tricia is practice 
manager for Ashby Animal Clinic in Harrison-
burg. 
Lori Page Hunter and her husband, Drew 
Hunter {'92), live in Kaiserslautern, Germany, 
with their daughter, Natalie Ann, 18 months. 
Amy Leary works with homeless youth at 
Covenant House in Houston, Texas, where she 
began working as a full-time volunteer. 
Stacia Lee has a master's of social work from 
State University of New York at Buffalo. She is a 
child and family clinician with the Rockbridge 
Area Community Services Board. Stacia lives in 
Harrisonburg. 
Christopher Maltese and his wife, Caryl Gre-
bowski Maltese {'94), live in Chatham, N.J. Chris 
works for Anderson Consulting. 
David Mayer and his wife, Cindy Blistein Mayer 
{'92), reside in Falls Church, Va. David works for 
American Management Systems in Fairfax. 
Laura Mizeras has a master's degree in library 
science from The University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. She is a patent and trademark librar-
ian in Sunnyvale, Calif., where she lives with her 
husband, Scott Renshaw. 
Beth Payne Moore is a first-grade teacher with 
Harnett County schools. She and her husband, 
Scott, live in Dunn, N.C. 
Shana Williams Mortensen teaches mathemat-
ics in Fauquier County, Va. She and her husband, 
Paul, live in Centreville. 
Jennifer Newman was chosen to sing with the 
Encore Continentals for its 1997 Summer Tour to 
Korea. She lives in Burke, Va. 
Stacy J. Nixon is editorial manager for Health 
Psychology. She is a graduate student at The 
American University. She and her husband, 
Joseph Banyas {'90), reside in Reston, Va . 
Kathryn Peterson received an assistantship from 
the University of Houston and teaches creative 
writing to fourth-graders at Kate Bell Elementary 
CADDIE llRH 
In golf, Mike Granuzzo ('92) has 
found a whole new round of work. Caddie 
Master Enterprises Inc., the only business 
of its kind in the United States, manages, 
trains and payrolls caddies at country 
clubs around the country. 
Granuzzo, a marketing major who 
caddied during the summers while 
attending JMU, got the idea for his busi-
ness when he noticed a disparity in the 
quality of caddie service at country clubs 
- including some of the best. Figuring he 
could do better, in 1993 Granuzzo put his 
iron in the fire when he struck his first 
contract with a club in suburban Wash-
ington, D.C. 
Today, with the assistance of opera-
tions manager Dan Costello ('92), the 
Fairfax, Va.-based Caddie Master has 
expanded into Houston, New Jersey, 
North Carolina and Georgia. 
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School. She has an M.A. from the University of 
Cincinnati in literature/playwrighting. 
Jennifer Shanks Pray resides in Los Angeles, 
Calif., with her husband, Bill. 
Arny Sabold is a law student at the Dickinson 
School of Law in Carlisle, Pa. She is a member of 
a moot court team that won the regional tourna-
ment of the Association of Trial Lawyers 
of America. 
Catherine Sherman received a master's in coun-
seling from the University of Virginia in 1996. 
She works for Princeton University Press. 
Jennifer Reedy Spangler and Derek C. Spangler 
live in Virginia Beach. Derek is a major accounts 
district manager for ADP. Jennifer is an assistant 
manager for Talbots. 
Michael H. Spencer and Tia Brown Spencer 
('94), live in Beckley, W.Va. Michael graduated 
from Washington and Lee Law School. He is a 
federal judicial law clerk in Charleston. 
Stephanie Smutz is a graduate student at George 
Washington University in Washington, D.C. 
She is also director for the Very Special Arts 
Gallery there. 
Hannah Hinely Tiegreen lives in Atlanta with 
her husband, Christopher. Hannah is a counselor 
at a substance abuse treatment center. 
DON'T LET GRADUATION 
MEAN THE END TO YOUR 
HEALTH INSURANCE 
You've worked hard for that diploma 
So don't let an unnecessary gap in 
insurance coverage get in your way. 
Whether you're coming off your par-
ents' plan or waiting for coverage 
through a new employer, a Short Term 
Medical plan from Time Insurance is 
the answer. Time's easy and affordable 
coverage plans were designed with 
your specific needs in mind. The bene-
fits are excellent there's a choice of 
coverage periods, and the policy can 
be issued right on the spot. Don't take 
chances with your future. 
Call us today. 
Old Dominion Insurance & 
Investments, Inc. 
S. Bruce Allen 
P.O. Box 427 
Earlysville, VA 22936 
(804) 973-3731 or (804) 621-3863 
Fax (804) 973-2681 
Providers of Annuities. Life, Health 
& Disability Insurance 
TIME INSURANCE COMPANY 
Kelly Ward relocated to Pasedena, Calif., to assist 
with the setup of a West Coast office for an elec-
tronic publishing company. 
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Michael Booker and Jennifer Mabe Booker 
('96) live in Fieldale, Va. Michael is a teacher in 
Danville. 
Carol Townsend Cash is a registered nurse at 
Augusta Medical Center in Fishersville, Va. She 
lives in Churchville with her husband, Brent, and 
their son, Brandon Allen, 18 months. 
John Clanton lives and works in Richmond, 
where he is a network specialist at The Pittston 
Co. corporate headquarters. 
Ginjer Norris Clark and her husband, Jay Clark 
('92), live in Seminole, Fla. Ginjer is assistant 
manager of editing at Higman Healthcare, a con-
sulting firm in St. Petersburg. 
Kristen Anderson Cullen and Jeff Cullen 
('94/M.Ed.) live in Amherst, Mass. Kristen is a 
school psychology intern at Hampshire Educational 
Collaborative in North Amherst. Jeff is a resi-
dence director at the University of Massachusetts. 
Millicent Dixon has an M.A. in audiology from 
University of Tennessee at Knoxville. She is an 
audiologist in the Army and lives in El Paso, Texas. 
Wendy Miles DuRocher and her husband, 
Edward J. DuRocher, live in Richmond, where 
both are senior accountants in public accounting 
firms. 
Tonya Kerns Eimer and her husband, Barry 
Mark Eimer ('95), live in Oakton, Va. Tonya 
works in the department of public and interna-
tional affairs at George Mason University. Her 
husband is an internet developer for GTE Gov-
ernment Systems in Chantilly, Va. 
Edward F. Horne lives in Brookfield, Wis., and is 
a senior human resources representative at Keane 
Inc., a company that manages software for For-
tune 500 companies. He was recognized as one of 
the top IO recruiters in the organization. 
Erin Gray Garvin is exercise supervisor at the 
Greenbrier Resort in White Sulphur Springs, 
W.Va. Greenbrier is one of 12 five-star, five-dia-
mond resorts in the world. 
Charles William Goolsby has exhibited his 
shows at Berea College, Ralston Fine Art Center, 
Carson-Newman College and Ferrum College. 
He lives in Emory, Va. 
Shawn C. Hildebrand and his wife, Tricia Sim-
mons Hildebrand ('93), live in Bridgewater, Va., 
with their daughter, Sara. Shawn is assistant con-
troller for Dialysis Technical Services in Har-
risonburg. 
Angie Ledford Hutchison and her husband, 
Sam, live in Richmond. Angie works for her fam-
ily's business. She also enjoys helping to publish 
her high school alumni magazine. 
Tracey Siska Langpaul ('94/M.Ed.) and Charles 
T. Langpaul live in Sterling, Va. Tracey is a high 
school teacher. Chuck works in Great Falls for 
Creekstone Builders. 
Caryl Grebowski Maltese and Christopher 
Maltese ('93) live in Chatham, N.J. Caryl works 
for Information Resources Inc. 
Maryam Ovissi is studying arts administration 
at Boston University. She works in the develop-
ment department of the Museum of Fine Arts 
in Boston. 
Jason Parsons is a legislative analyst and editor 
for the Congressional Record Index. He lives in 
Alexandria, Va. 
F. Valerie Rusk is a first-year law student at the 
University of Georgia. She lives in Athens. 
Helen Thompson Sexton is a training/conver-
sion professional with Cincinnati Bell Informa-
tion Systems Inc. She was a recruiter for the 1996 
Olympic Games staff. She lives in Atlanta. 
Tia Brown Spencer and her husband, Michael 
H. Spencer ('93), live in Beckley, W.Va. Tia 
received her master's in English from Radford 
University. She is working for the State Colleges 
and University System of West Virginia. 
Sharon Jackson Syrek and Michael Syrek 
recently bought a home in Mechanicsville, Va. 
Sharon is a senior accountant at KPMG Peat 
Marwick in Richmond. Mike is controller at 
Highway Service Ventures in Ashland, Va. 
Randy Lee Taylor and his wife, Tammy Ratcliff 
Taylor ('95), live in Willowick, Ohio. Randy is a 
law student at the Cleveland-Marshall Law School. 
Andrew J. Wiley was promoted to regional man-
ager at Auto Marketing Network Inc., an indirect 
auto finance company. He and his wife, Trina, live 
in McGaheysville, Va. 
1995 
Karen Renee Albright is a doctoral student at 
New York University in New York City. She served 
in the Amer-Corps/VISTA program in Dallas, 
Texas. 
Tamara Adele Brown works for Weichert Real-
tors in Northern Virginia. She lives in Alexandria. 
Betsy Borders-Budd and Jason Budd live in 
Charlotte, N. C. Betsy is an art teacher. Jason is an 
analyst for NationsBank Corporate Center. 
Barry Mark Eimer and his wife, Tonya Kerns 
Eimer ('94) live in Oakton, Va. Barry is an Inter-
net developer for GTE Government Systems 
in Chantilly, Va. 
Becca Fisher is an assistant controller for Mar-
riott Hotels. She lives in Bridgewater, N.J. 
Carla D. Frye is a pre-kindergarten teacher at 
Denbigh Early Childhood Center in Newport 
News, Va. She received her M.A. in teaching from 
Norfolk State University. Carla lives in Norfolk. 
Jason Gizzarelli is a law student at Washington 
and Lee University in Lexington, Va. 
Rebekah W. Hurst is editor of the Virginia 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce and webmaster 
of its home page. She lives in Newport News, Va. 
Kristin Lee Kennedy lives in Denver, Colo., and 
works for an academic book publishing com-
pany. She enjoys the Rocky Mountains. 
C. Clover Lambert is a graduate student in geol-
ogy at Baylor University in Waco, Texas. 
Lauren Melton received the Sallie Mae award as 
Chesterfield County's Outstanding First-Year 
Teacher. 
2nd Lt. David Pearson graduated from the Basic 
School at Marine Corps Combat Development 
Command, Quantico, Va., in preparation for 
assignment to the Fleet Marine Force. 
Leesa Sawyer Phillips and her husband, Richard 
E. Phillips, reside in Centreville, Va. Leesa works 
in Herndon, and Richard is a student at George 
Mason University Law School. 
Glen Ross and his wife, Brooke Brosious Ross 
('92), live in Broadway, Va., with their son, 
Jonathan, 2. Glen is general ledger accountant at 
Cassco Ice in Harrisonburg. 
Kristy Wheeler-Scott lives in Ashburn, Va. with 
her husband, Paul, and son, Kaleb Wallace. Kristy 
received an M.A. in counseling psychology from 
Marymount University. 
Kimberly Michelle Shore received a master's in 
speech language pathology from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1996. She is a 
speech pathologist at National Rehabilitation 
Hospital in Washington, D.C. 
Tammy Ratcliff Taylor is a research associate for 
a private company in Cleveland, Ohio. She works 
with solid oxide fuel cells. She and her husband, 
Randy Lee Taylor ('94), live in Willowick, Ohio. 
1998 
The class of 1996 raised more than $52,000 in 
pledges during their senior year to support the 
Class of 1996 University Center Art Collection 
and the Alumni Career Network. Thanks to those 
who have paid their first-year's pledge! 
Jennifer Mabe Booker and her husband, 
Michael Booker ('94), live in Fieldale, Va. Jen-
nifer works for Automatic Data Processing in 
Roanoke. 
Kelly Wheatley Buzzelli and her husband, Paul, 
live in northern Virginia. Kelly is a substitute 
teacher for Fairfax County public schools. 
Kari Allison Cluverius is teaching English as a 
second language to third- , fourth- and fifth-
graders at Great Bridge Intermediate School in 
Chesapeake, Va. 
2nd Lt. Matthew D. Coburn is an Army aviator 
and a student at flight school in Fort Rucker, Ala. 
He was an assistant enrollment coordinator in the 
military science department at JMU. 
Amanda Carnes Kelley and Micheal J. Kelley Jr. 
are officers in the Army. They are stationed at 
Fort Hood, Texas. 
Kara C. Ker is a missionary for the United 
Methodist Church. She is a community-services 
worker at a food pantry in Baltimore. 
Carla M. Komich is serving in the Peace Corps 
in Togo, West Africa, until June, 1998, and appre-
ciates all mail. 
Timothy P. Lannon is a computer animator for 
MetroLight Studios in Hollywood, Calif., where 
he animates special effects for feature films. 
Peirce R. Macgill is a staff assistant and con-
stituent services representative in Virginia Sen. 
Charles Robb's state office. Peirce lives in Rich-
mond. 
Richelle D. Moore is a graduate student at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville. 
Laura Watson worked in England for six months 
after graduation as a part of a student work 
exchange program. The program gave opportu-
nities to travel in Scotland, Ireland and France. 
Laura lives in Phoenix, Ariz. 
Christopher D. Wright lives and works in Rich-
mond, where he is an architectural and industrial 
coatings representative for Sherwin-Williams. 
WEDDINGS 
1975/Susan Phyllis Hopp to Charlie Pauli on 
Jan. 4, 1997. 
1979/Jeffrey Hugh Hill to Kate Baker on March 
15, 1997. 
1982/Mark D. Owens to Natalie Angela Langston 
on Aug. 31, 1996. 
1983/Patty Power to Eric Brendlinger on May 
25, 1996. 
1985/Robert J. Jarome to Susanne Davidson on 
Sept. 14, 1996. 
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1985/Donald Vincent Steger Jr. to Marsha Vay-
vada on Sept. I, 1996. 
1986/Deana Renee Hartley to Stacy Sutton on 
April 5, 1997. 
1988/Diane Teefey to Wade H. Lail III, on Oct. 
12, 1996. 
1989/Lee Ann Miller to Julian Phillip Gehman 
on Dec. 20, 1996. 
1989/Richard Mize to Joanna Gilman on Aug. 3, 
1996. 
1989/Tammi Lynn Peterson to Michael Boeke 
on Sept. 28, 1996. 
1990/Beth Holder to Eron Sodie on Aug. 10, 
1996. 
1990/Suzanne Jackson to Douglas Edelbach on 
Sept. 14, 1996. 
1990/Bonnie Sue Risinger to Timothy S. Hoff-
man on Oct. 12, 1996. 
1991/Erik M. Hawkins to Mary Hughes on July 
20, 1996. 
1991/Jennifer High to Matthew Johnson on 
Sept. 21, 1996. 
1991/Kristen McNearney to Enrique Leon on 
June 8, 1996. 
1991/Doreen Perros to Matthew Walter on Aug. 
17, 1996. 
1991/Robert Bruce Stansell to Ashley Thomp-
son on Aug. 3, 1996. 
1992/Cindy Blistein to David C. Mayer ('93) in 
June 1996. 
1992/Sondra Murray to Jeryl D. Rowe ('92) on 
June 22, 1996. 
1993/Marcus D. Carter to Regina Lampkin on 
July 20, 1996. 
1993/Sara L. Didrickson to Michael K. Grube on 
June I , 1996. 
1993/Leslie Godby to Gregory Davis Martell 
('92) on Sept. 21, 1996. 
1993/Laura Mizeras to Scott Michale Renshaw 
on July 6, 1996. 
1993/Megan Ross to Daniel Bryant Borden Jr. 
on Oct. 5, 1996. 
1993/Stephanie Smythers to Kenneth Scott Carr 
on Jan. 4, 1997. 
1993/Lori L. Yonek to Bruce T. Kaiser on Sept. 
21, 1996. 
1994/Tonya Renee Kerns to Barry Mark Eimer 
('95) on Sept. 28, 1996. 
1994/Kathryn Ouellette to John Michael 
Finamore in October 1996. 
1996/Genessa Laura Dail to Timothy A. Coak-
ley on Feb. 15, 1997. 
FUTURE DUKES 
1978/Nancy Lengyel Berlin (M.Ed./'81) and her 
husband, Charles Berlin ('79) , a son, Samuel 
Robert, July 18, 1996. He joins siblings Peter and 
Claire. 
1979/Susan Jacobson Flickinger and her hus-
band, Mark, a son, John Mark, Aug. 21, 1996. 
1980/Kay Engleby Chelena and her husband, 
Vince, a daughter, Sara Jeanne, Dec. 19, 1996. 
1980/Michael J. Mullen and his wife, Melinda, a 
daughter, Elizabeth Rose, June 9, 1996. She joins 
sister, Laura Kathryn. 
1980/Susanna Murray Samick and her hus-
band, Mike, twin daughters, Allison Davis and 
Emily Ann,Jan. 3, 1997. 
1980/Richard Soldan and his wife, Sharon, a 
son, Christopher Richard, June 15, 1996. 
1981/Amy Leonard Crowley and her husband, 
Cliff Crowley, a daughter, Casey Rose, July I 0, 
1996. She joins sisters, Jennifer and Chelsea, and 
brother, Nicholas. 
1981/Kathy Moorefield Gravitt and her hus-
band, James, a son, James Eli, Nov. 3, 1996. 
1981/Jean McClellan Holt and her husband, Bill 
('82), an adopted daughter, Kirsten Elizabeth, 
Nov. 22, 1996. 
1981/Catherine Crone Saboda and her 
husband, Michael, a son, Michael Eugene, March 
2, 1997. 
1981/Debbie Blair Sulik and her husband, 
William Sulik, a daughter, Sarah Elizabeth, Oct. 
11 , 1996. She joins sister, Teresa Joy. 
1981/John Martin Witt and his wife, Pam, a son, 
Cory Johnson, Sept. 28, 1996. 
1982/Janet Mallory Curtin and her husband, 
Larry, twin daughters, Jenna Gallo and Meghan 
Mallory.Aug. 22, 1996. 
1982/Rick Guggolz and his wife, Kelly, a daugh-
ter, Regan Nicole, Aug. 26, 1996. She joins 
brother, Bryan. 
1982/Pamela Hogg Kirby and her husband, Ed, 
a daughter, Erin Lee, June 30, 1996. She joins sis-
ter, Meaghan Lynn. 
1982/Carin Cusma Kohlbus and her husband, 
Steven, a son, Adam Crawford, Aug. 27, 1996. He 
joins sisters Emily and Hope. 
1982/Lisa Ann Lorusso and her husband, John 
F. Cornish III, a son, John F. "Jack" Cornish IV, 
Dec. I, 1996. 
1982/Ruth Lynn Kelly Medley and her husband, 
Tom, a son, Jonathan Thomas, March 5, 1997. He 
joins sister, Caroline. 
1982/Karen Stomps Ray and her husband, 
Rusty, a son, Alex, Aug. 9, 1996. He joins brother, 
Adam. 
1982/Susan Donnell Twedt and her husband, 
Michael, a daughter, Rebecca Lyn, Oct. 21, 1996. 
She joins sister, Stephanie Michelle. 
1983/Pamela Malone Gross and her husband, 
Steve, a daughter, Camille, Sept. 26, 1996. She 
joins brother, Dalton. 
1983/John S. Hieronymus and his wife, Laura, a 
daughter, Elyse Colleen, Oct. 11, 1996. She joins 
brother, David. 
1983/Sharon Kay Mathews and her husband, 
Paul Park, a son, Bailey Mathew, Dec. 11, 1996. He 
joins brothers, Zachary and Bailey. 
1983/Teresa Lipscomb Perkinson and her hus-
band, Clifton, a son, Daniel, June 14, 1996. He 
joins sisters Sarah and Rebekkah. 
1983/Elizabeth Libby Smoot and her husband, 
Jeff, twin sons, Ryan Charles and Mark Branson, 
March 10, 1997. They join sister, Jenna Elizabeth. 
1984/David T. Bruner and his wife, Carolyn, a 
son, Reid Vincent, Jan. 5, 1997. He joins brother, 
Max David. 
1984/Mitchell W. Nuckles and his wife, Lori, a 
daughter, Erin Leigh, March 15, 1997. She joins 
sister, Lauren Elizabeth. 
1984/Ann Pufko Roberts and her husband, Ted, 
a daughter, Anna Marie, Jan. 13, 1997. She joins 
sister, Susan. 
1984/Suzanne Witthaus Shank and her hus-
band, Merle Shank, a daughter, Caroline Mar-
garet, Nov. 7, 1996. She joins brothers, Jordan, 
Trevor and Evan. 
1984/Shelly Beck Schnurr and her husband, 
Karl Schnurr ('85), a daughter, Kristin Rose, Jan. 
8, 1997. 
1984/Diane Staron Symmes and her husband, 
Arthur, a daughter, Melissa Marie, March 1, 1996. 
1985/Justine Horvath Fletcher and her hus-
band, Robley Fletcher, a son, Robley Jones III, 
Feb. 18, 1997. 
1985/David J. Gottfried and his wife, Dorothy, a 
daughter, Lauren Michelle, May 27, 1996. 
1985/Janet Dawson Harney and her husband, 
Jim Harney ('87), a son, July 10, 1996. 
1985/Janice Palmore Harrell and her husband, 
Jackie, a son, Jackson Palmore, Aug. 30, 1996. 
1985/Laurie L. "Sacra" Hartman and her hus-
band, Steve, a son, Bryant Lewis, Jan. 28, 1997. 
1985/Steven Munson Jeavons and his wife, 
Martha Gordon, a son, Caleb Reed, Feb. 20, 1997. 
1985/Gayle Hedquist Kauffman and her hus-
band, Greg, a son, Eric Callaghan, Jan. 28, 1997. 
1985/Barbara Barna Lachenmayr and her hus-
band, Matthew, a son, Matthew William, Nov. 25, 
1996. 
1985/Claudia Darr Mason and her husband, 
Paul, a daughter, Carson Ann, Dec. 9, 1996. 
1985/Robyn Leigh McFarland and her husband, 
William Tracy Burnette, a son, Adam Michael, 
June 11, 1996. 
1985/Craig H. Nicholls and his wife, Marie, a 
daughter, Danielle Lynn, March 14, 1997. 
1985/Lorna McGilvray Norton and her hus-
band, Charles, a son, Alexander Stuart, Feb. 12, 
1997. 
1985/Georgina P. Tantoco and her husband, 
Christopher P. James {'84), a son, Jagger Jacob 
Felix, Jan. 4, 1997. 
1985/Jim Wilhelm and his wife, Gabrielle, twin 
sons, Mason Keyes and Kirby Nash, Dec. 6, 1996. 
1986/Paul Avery and his wife, Barbara Dohman 
Avery {'87), a son, Phillip Conrad, Aug. 2, 1996. 
1986/Valerie DePietri Barrett and her husband, 
Robert, a son, Stephen James, March 3, 1997. He 
joins sister, Maggie. 
1986/Kathryn Alexander Croom and her hus-
band, Richard, a daughter, Megan Rose, May 3, 
1996. 
1986/David K. Holland and his wife, Stacey, a 
daughter, Katherine Marie, Jan. 8, 1997. 
1986/Claire Duane Jennings and her husband, 
Mark, twins, Grace Marie and John Franklin, 
May 14, 1996. 
1986/Susan Manos Madsen and her husband, 
Mike, a son, Matthew, May 7, 1996. He joins 
brother, Jacob. 
1986/Tammy Mannarino and her husband, John 
Keightley, a child, Tristan Brooks, August 1996, 
joining brother, Dylan Masters. 
1986/ Debby Miller Newcomb and her husband, 
John Newcomb ('86), a son, Alec John, Oct. 14, 
1996. 
1986/Carol Woffard Richardson (M.Ed.) and 
her husband, Mark Andrew Richardson, an 
adopted son, Thomas Hughes, Nov. 11, 1996. He 
joins brother, William Andrew. 
1986/Karen Pitcher Serfis and her husband, Jim, 
a daughter, Marie Katherine, Feb. 27, 1997. She 
joins sister, Malin Elizabeth. 
1986/Brenda Vilcins Sharp and her husband, 
Douglas ('86), a son, Matthew Douglas, Jan. 22, 
1997. He joins brother, Kevin Michael. 
1987/Lisa Martin Beglane and her husband, 
Terence, a daughter, Taylor Jean, July 15, 1996. 
1987 /Thomas V. Forburger II and his wife, Julie, 
a son, Thomas V. Forburger III, Dec. 22, 1996. 
1987/Stephen Anthony Houck and his wife, 
Mary, a daughter, Brenna Osborn, Dec. 8, 1996. 
1987/Stepheny Saunders James and her hus-
band, Allen James {'87), a son, Peter Joseph, Feb. 
9, 1997. He joins brothers Timothy and Joshua. 
1987/Joy Humphries Karriker (M.B.A./'89) 
and her husband, Todd Karriker {'89), a daugh-
ter, Elisabeth "Elise" Hope, March 19, 1997. She 
joins brother, Forrest. 
1987/Anna Lea Walker Musselman and her 
husband, George, a daughter, Caroline Rae, Feb. 
3, 1997. 
1987/Beth Rogers Partin and her husband, Bob, 
a daughter, Courtney Elizabeth, Feb. 23, 1997. She 
joins brothers Joey and Josh. 
1988/Mary Beth Moy Brown and her husband, 
Tom ('88), a son, Thomas Michael, Dec. 29, 1996. 
He joins sister, Lydia Grace. 
1988/Amy Hutchinson Cook and her husband, 
Robert Cook, a son, Noah Christian, Oct. 10, 
1996. 
1988/Terri A. Summers Green and her husband, 
Kirk, a daughter, Taylor Amanda, March 14, 1997. 
1988/Dana Elizabeth Gresham and her hus-
band, Ken Hostetter, a daughter, Rebecca Harper, 
Feb. 20, 1997. 
1988/Tracy Mcivor Saint-Maxens and her hus-
band, Timothy, a daughter, Meg Kennedy, Nov. 
21, 1996. 
1988/James Hunter "Kip" Talbott Jr. and his 
wife, Natalie, a daughter, Lyndsay Elise, March 22, 
1997. 
1988/Lisa Orlando Triola and her husband, Bill, 
a daughter, Marissa Gabrielle, March 6, 1997. 
1989/Nancy Spitler Cox and her husband, Carl, 
a son, Daniel Harman, March 18, 1997. He joins 
sister, Hannah Elizabeth. 
1989/Ann Henry DiMedio and her husband, 
Michael DiMedio {'90), a daughter, Christina 
Leeann, Dec. 10, 1996. She joins sister, Maria Eliz-
abeth. 
1989/Jessica Ramage Fischer and her husband, 
Matt Fischer, a son, Benjamin Riley, Feb. 8, 1997. 
1989/Deborah Perryman Frye and her hus-
band, Charles, a daughter, Casey Lynn, Feb. 19, 
1997. 
1989/Ken Gonyer and his wife, Karen, a son, 
David Benjamin, Jan. 15, 1997. 
1989/Deanna "DeDe" Myers Kropf and her hus-
band, Matthew Kropf, a daughter, Madeline Faith, 
July 26, 1996. 
1989/Tina Moore Leuthner and her husband, 
Brian, a daughter, Gabriella SaraElizabeth, Sept. 
13, 1996. 
1989/Lisa Zak Marin and her husband, Pete, a 
son, Matthew Jacob, Jan. 7, 1997. He joins brother, 
Nicholas. 
1989/Elizabeth Carter Merritt and her hus-
band, Jeff, a son, Cameron Michael, Dec. 28, 1996. 
1989/Amanda Benson Powers and her husband, 
William, a daughter, Chloe Jayne, Aug. 25, 1996. 
1989/Susan Minor Snoots and her husband, 
Randy, a daughter, Abigail Kathleen, Feb. 13, 
1997. 
1989/Sherry Seay Taylor and her husband, John, 
a son, Ian James, Oct. 17, 1996. 
1990/Elizabeth Dianne Williams Horton and 
her husband, Gregory Allen, a daughter, Kelsey 
Renee, Sept. 26, 1996. 
1990/Carrie Cauthen Knoche and her husband, 
Karl, a daughter, Emily Claire, March 21, 1997. 
1990/Kelly Combs Necessary and her husband, 
Andrew, a son, Spenser Neal, June 22, 1996. 
1990/Kimberly Ann Comeyne Pinello and her 
husband, Craig {'91), twin daughters, Jessica 
Anne and Allison Leigh, June 20, 1996. 
1990/Cindy Piland Schwarz and her husband, 
Andy, a boy, Justin Andreas, Sept. 30, 1996. 
1991/Kristen Pflugrath Cavallo and her hus-
band, Frank Cavallo {'90), a son, Matthew 
Christopher, Feb. IS, 1997. 
1991/Catherine Schaeffler Smith and her hus-
band, William {'89), a son, William Bradley, Aug. 
22, 1996. 
1991/Kathy King Suddarth and her husband, 
Kevin, a son, Coleman Neil, July 2, 1996. 
1992/Tonya Hinton McGill and her husband, 
Dallas, a daughter, Callie Nicole, Oct. 18, 1996. 
She joins brother, Jacob. 
1992/Erika Kinney Page and her husband, 
Thomas Page ('91), a daughter, Kaitlin Rosindia, 
Jan. 19, 1997. 
1992/Laurie Stell Rogers and her husband, Lt. 
Walter Rogers II, USN, a son, Collin Scott, Sept. 6, 
1996. 
1992/Dena Caricofe Tremain and her husband, 
Theodore Tremain, a daughter, Jacqueline Avery, 
March 27, 1997. 
IN MEMORIAM 
1932/Grace Katherine McLean, July 1 l, 1996. 
1935/Elsie Graybill Hicks, Feb. 25, 1997. 
1942/Jean E. Copper of Harrisonburg, Nov. 22, 
1995. 
1943/Varina Rhodes Conner of Yorktown, Va., 
Dec. 25, 1996. 
1944/Dorothy Kirchrnier Ramsen of Austin, 
Texas,Jan.10, 1997. 
1949/Dorilas J. "D.]?' Driver of Fairfax, Va., Sept. 
2, 1996. 
1952/Virginia Barnes Walton, Jan. 24, 1997. 
1959/Barbara Ann Cooley of Washington, D.C. 
Feb. 15, 1997. 
1968/Eleanor "Temple" Willis Hankins of 
Powhatan, Va., June l , 1996. 
1973/Katherine M. Reeves of Mathews, Va., July 
11, 1996. 
1975/Sheryl D. Elder Pizzirani of Sandy, Utah, 
March 15, 1997. 
1978/Nancy Harris Drouin of Salt Lake City, 
Utah, Feb. 21, 1997. 
1991 / Amy Lauth, February 1997. 
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C O NNECTIONS ;, ,no, t 11 ,, [;urde cind keep rt d 1 c' dy "' you· p1101'e book 
UNIVERSITY INFORMATION 
JMU Home Page: www.jmu.edu/ 
Explore the links. More pages are coming 
online every day. 
News and events: 
www.jmu.edu/mediarel 
Main Campus Phone Number. 
(540) 568-6211 
Campus Activities lnfonnation: 
(540) 568-6138 
Admissions: 
(540) 568-6147, Via the web, connect 
from the JMU Home Page 
Continuing Education: (540) 568-7088 
ARTS AND LECTURES 
Theater, dance, galleries, music and lec-
tures: Box Office: (540) 568-7000 
MATH AND SCIENCE 
Arboretum, Life Science Museum, Miner-
alogy Museum, Wells Planetarium and lec-
tures: Information (540) 568-3508 
OFFICE OF PARENT RELATIONS 
Parents are part of the JMU community. 
For information about Parents Weekend, 
IOIN THE ALUMNI ACTION 
Address: JMU Office of Alumni Relations 
Chandler Hall, Suite 133, MSC 0302 
Harrisonburg, VA 22807 
Parents Council and the JMU Travel 
Program. please call (540) 568-3193. 
FESTIVE OCCASIONS 
Homecoming 1997 • Oct. 17-18, 1997 
Class Reunions for '72, '87, '92 
• Oct. 17-18, 1997 
Parents Weekend 1997 
• Oct. 24-26. 1997 
Winter Commencement • Dec. 12, 1997 
Class Reunions for '38, '48, '53, '58 
• April 3-4, 1998 
Spring Commencement • May 9, 1998 
DUKES IN-DEPTH 
Sports Hot Line: (540) JMU-6397 
For scores and highlights (updated regularly) 
Home Page: 
http://www.jmu.edu/sportsinfo/ 
Find news releases. team rosters, schedules, 
results, ticket information, coaches' 
biographies and e-mail addresses 
E-mail: sports-info~jmu.edu 
For information and inquiries 
Phone: (540) 568-6154 
Sports Media Relations welcomes 
inquiries. comments and suggestions. 
Phone: (540) 568-6234 
Fax: (5401568-3494 
E-mail: alumni_link~jmu.edu 
Home Page: www.jmu.edu/alumni/ 
OFFICE OF DEVELOPMENT 
Make a difference. You can invest in 
JMU's future by making a gift that bene-
fits academic programs and scholarships. 
Please contact the Office of Development 
for more information. 
Phone: [800] 296-6162 
[540] 568-3196 
Fax: [540] 574-4076 
E-mail: henry2cl~jmu.edu 
DUKE CLUB OFFICE 
Phone: [540] 568-6461 
Fax: [540] 568-6420 
E-mail: minnisjm~jmu.edu 
The Duke Club supports all JMU student-
athletes as they strive for success in the 
classroom and on the field of play. 
Thousands of alumni, parents, friends and 
businesses support these young men and 
women by contributing to the Duke Club. 
MONTPELIER 
JMU's quarterly university news and 
human interest magazine reaches 70,000 
alumni, parents, faculty and staff mem-
bers, friends, and donors. (5401 568-3191 
The JMU Alumni Associa1ion suppons 
1he univemiy mission by providing alumni 
w1ih programs and ac1iviues like career 
ne1working, alumni chap1ers, reunions, 
Homecoming and com1nuing educa11on. 
Alicia Collins, IMU Gass of 199 7 
Recipient of the GTE Minority Excellence Scholarship 
s&btaawl;? 
tk ,9!Jf'd a11,d tlw .J6,'{/lded 
A strong student body continues to be essen-
tial to the vitality of JMU. Special private support 
from alumni and friends for academic scholarships 
enables JMU to attract and retain students who 
will become the leaders of their generation. 
In order to remain competitive with other univer-
sities, JMU's goal is to raise the minimum scholar-
ship award to $1.000 per recipient. Gifts from 
alumni, parents, businesses and foundations will 
enable JMU to achieve this goal. You may fund a 
scholarship award through a cash gift, stock trans-
fer or an estate/planned gift. 
If you would like to change lives through schol-
arship funding, please call Debra Wachter, (540) 
568-3197, or Amy Laser, (540) 568-3195. 
---
_ ......... _________ ..... _ -----
-------------, 
otta new job? 
ou just get married? 
Is there an addition to your family? 
Let your classmates know what's going on in your life! 
Full Name (include maiden) Class Year 
Address 
City State ZIP 
Phone: home ( work ( 
E-mail 
Spouse (include maiden) )MU Class Year 
------ - --------
The alumni office welcomes news for class notes that is I 
no more than a year old. Please send notice after weddings I 
and births have occurred and after degrees have been com-
pleted. Is this a wedding notice? Did you remember to I 
include both spouses' names, class years, wedding date and I 
hometown? Is this a birth announcement? Did you remember I 
to include both parents' names, class years, child's name, 
birth date and siblings' names? 
Please submit your class note to the Office of Alumni 
Relations. 
CLASS NOTE 
L - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ~ 
Your affiliation with the James Madison Uniuersity 
Alumni Association has its priuileges. 
You could saue 15% or more on 
car insurance by switching to GEICO 
and, as a James Madison University 
Alumni Association Member, you 
could be entitled to even greater 
savings. Mention your affiliation when 
you call, and in most states, GEICO 
will give you an extra 8% discount. 
In addition to savings, 
1-800-368-2734 
www.geico.com 
quote, file a claim, or simply ask a 
question, you'll reach a living, breathing 
insurance professional. And, because 
we value the relationships we build 
with our policyholders, we offer 
renewal to ouer go% of them every year. 
you'll have the convenience of 
complete 24-hour serui ce. Whenever GEICO 
So, enjoy the privileges of your 
James Madison University 
affiliation. Call GEICO at 
1-800-368-2734 today for a free rate 
quote . And find out just how 
much you could be saving. you call GEICO to get a rate The sensible alternative. 
Discount is 10% in DC and IL; 3% in NY; not available in all states. Discount not available in GEICO Indemnity Company or GEICO Casualty Company. Government Employees Insurance Co. 
GEICO General Insurance Co. • GEICO Indemnity Co. • GEICO Casualty Co. These shareholder-owned companies are not affiliated with the U.S. Government 
GEICO Auto Insurance is not available in MA or NJ GEICO: Washington, DC 20076 
Year of the Duke Dog! 
Questions? Contact the Office of 
Alumni Relations 
Phone: (540) 568-6234 
E-mail: alumni_link@jmu.edu 
Home Page: www.jmu.edu/alumni/ 
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